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                                                                                                                  OFFICE OF THE HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 

 
TO:  Deputy Directors-General 

   Chief Directors 

  Head Office and District Directors 

  Principals and Chairpersons of SGBs 

 

SUBJECT:  INVITATION TO THE 2026 WORLD READ ALOUD DAY CELEBRATIONS 

 

1. The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education in partnership with Nal’ibali invites Departmental Officials 
and Stakeholders to pledge to read aloud with schools of their choice during the 2026 World Read 
Aloud Day Celebration as one of the KZNDOE Literacy Improvement Advocacy Campaigns.  

The theme: "My story, my language" OR Xitori ra mina, ririmi ra mina" (Xitsonga). 

2. The World Read Aloud Day (WRAD) is a global event that promotes literacy and the pleasure of 
reading aloud by encouraging everyone, from children to adults, to share stories in schools, libraries 
and homes.  

3. The 2026 WRAD will be commemorated on the 4th of February. Schools are encouraged to observe 
and celebrate reading across the entire month as February has been declared as the National Reading 
Month, without compromising teaching and learning time. 

4. The Nali’bali 2026 World Read Aloud Day Special Story is “A New Friend”. Officials and Stakeholders 
are encouraged to visit and to pledge on the Nali’bali website, WRAD - Nal’ibali, and to send a 
WhatsApp message “WRAD or Stories” to 060 044 2254 to access the story. The WRAD story is 
available in all South African Official Languages. 

5. Education partners interested in participating in the 2026 WRAD Celebration are encouraged to contact 
District Offices, Circuits or Schools to make the necessary arrangements. 

6. Schools are requested to set aside at least 30 minutes for each grade to observe and celebrate the 
World Read Aloud Day. Schools are encouraged to involve every school community and stakeholders 
to model the reading culture. 

7. Districts are requested to collect and share statistics of all the schools organized and observed the 
World Read Aloud Day using the attached Reporting Tool. Statistics Report to be submitted to 
Mavundla TNR at thandananimavundla@yahoo.com on or before Friday the 6th  of March 2026 

Your pledge and participation in our reading revolution will be very much highly appreciated 

 

 

Mr GN Ngcobo  

Head of Department: KwaZulu-Natal Education 

Date: 27/01/2026  

          

              Postal Address: Private Bag X9137 • Pietermaritzburg • 3200 • Republic of South Africa 

              Physical Address: Room 310 • 15 Scott Street • ELITS • Pietermaritzburg • 3201 

              Web: www.kzneducation.gov.za 

               Enquiries: Mr DJ Sibist                                                                   Tel: 033 341 6506 • Call Centre: +2786 0596 363 •                                         Email: Tusiwe.Thuntulwana@kzndoe.gov.za •  

 

https://nalibali.org/wrad/
mailto:thandananimavundla@yahoo.com
http://www.kzneducation.gov.za/
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2026 WRAD REPORTING TOOL 

Districts 
Number 

of 
Schools 

Number 
of 

Learners 

Number 
of 

Educators 

Number of 
Community 

Members 

Number 
of 

NGOs 

Grand 
Total 

Amajuba       

Harry Gwala       

Ilembe       

King Cetshwayo       

Pinetown       

Ugu       

Umgungundlovu       

Umkhanyakude       

Umlazi       

Umzinyathi       

Uthukela       

Zululand       
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