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TO:

SuU

Deputy Directors-General

Chief Directors

Head Office and District Directors
Principals and Chairpersons of SGBs

BJECT: INVITATION TO THE 2026 WORLD READ ALOUD DAY CELEBRATIONS

The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education in partnership with Nal'ibali invites Departmental Officials
and Stakeholders to pledge to read aloud with schools of their choice during the 2026 World Read
Aloud Day Celebration as one of the KZNDOE Literacy Improvement Advocacy Campaigns.

The theme: "My story, my language" OR Xitori ra mina, ririmi ra mina" (Xitsonga).

The World Read Aloud Day (WRAD) is a global event that promotes literacy and the pleasure of
reading aloud by encouraging everyone, from children to adults, to share stories in schools, libraries
and homes.

The 2026 WRAD will be commemorated on the 4" of February. Schools are encouraged to observe
and celebrate reading across the entire month as February has been declared as the National Reading
Month, without compromising teaching and learning time.

The Nali’bali 2026 World Read Aloud Day Special Story is “A New Friend”. Officials and Stakeholders
are encouraged to visit and to pledge on the Nali’bali website, WRAD - Nal'ibali, and to send a
WhatsApp message “WRAD or Stories” to 060 044 2254 to access the story. The WRAD story is
available in all South African Official Languages.

Education partners interested in participating in the 2026 WRAD Celebration are encouraged to contact
District Offices, Circuits or Schools to make the necessary arrangements.

Schools are requested to set aside at least 30 minutes for each grade to observe and celebrate the
World Read Aloud Day. Schools are encouraged to involve every school community and stakeholders
to model the reading culture.

Districts are requested to collect and share statistics of all the schools organized and observed the
World Read Aloud Day using the attached Reporting Tool. Statistics Report to be submitted to
Mavundla TNR at thandananimavundla@yahoo.com on or before Friday the 6" of March 2026

Your pledge and participation in our reading revolution will be very much highly appreciated

e

Mr GN Ng¢obo
Head of Department: KwaZulu-Natal Education
Date: 27/01/2026
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2026 WRAD REPORTING TOOL
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Amajuba
Harry Gwala
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King Cetshwayo

Pinetown

Ugu

Umgungundlovu

Umkhanyakude

Umlazi

Umzinyathi

Uthukela

Zululand
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vnth |lal ball

Join us on World Read Aloud Day, 4 February 2026,
to share our special story, A new friend, with as
many chiidren - and aduits - as you canl

To creote this stary, we did things o bit aifferently. Naliball
portnered with SLED (Sign Languoge Education ond
Development) 1o create a story using South Africa’s 12th
affical lenguoge, South Africon Sign Languoge (SASLY
The SLED teom developed the story using SASL ond then
tronsiated it nto various longuages

The stony, which has o new, Deaf Nolibak chorocter
named Thondiwe, wos then brought to 1fe with beautful
Rustrations by Bico

Nofibal = cedicated to giving children on cpportunity 1o
enjoy stories in their first languoge, so this story is aovolabie
in ol 32 official South African longuoges

m N
Prepare to read the story aloud
You will notice thot the word "Deof”™ is written with
@ captal D7 in this story. This is because the Deaf
community has thewr own culture, trodtions, values,
history, humour, ort ond their own unique languoge.
In South Africa, this longuage s colled South African
Sign Languoge (SASLY.

W Get 1o know the any well enough o that you can
resedl it or read it cloud with confidenced
Thirk obout how to bring the stany to e

W Choose a tme of day 1o share the stony when your
whoile formily &5 1ogether.

v Feod hhe tiie of the siocy and disouss the pictures. Ask
wour children what they think the story i cbout.

W Ask questicns that wil help your chidren think about
how we make new frends.

Ideas to talk about: i 1t easy or difficult for you
to moke new friends? What quolities do you ook
for in @ fnend? Do you have friends from different
cultures? Would you be friends with someane who
uses a dfferent longuoge thon you do?

‘While you read the story cloud

‘ A% you rend the story, ask gour chidnen Questions
cbhout it “whot da you think wil happen nest™ iso
greot question to develop chilidren's prediction skils.

‘ Tak cbout the Susrotions. Ak, “Who is iIn this
fiustrotion 7, “whaot does this Sustrotion show us? or
Wiy is this usronon mportant (o the developoment
of the story™

R L
Lty =kl

-
SEITIHS A0

1%
1+ LU0

Iy Bl
“lav Ll aa

Use this OR code to nk to 2 vwoeo
of the story, A new friend In
South African Sign Language

Vigt the SLED webgite at
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A new friend

Story by the SLED teaom W lllustrations by Rico

Hope was very excted. Her diass

wos going on an outing 1o the nature
reservel The best poart wos thata
class of Deaf chidren was jpining
them and Hope couldn't wort to learn
some signs. Their teccher hod already
taught them the sign for “helio™

Hope waved goodbye tc her mom
as she got on the bus. "Have funl” her

Hope sat down next to a gird who was writhg ina
notebook "Hello” Hope signed.

The girl smiled broadly and storted signing to Hope Hope
shook her head. “Sorry, | don't understand”™

Quickly the girl wrote In her notebook, "My name is
Thandiwe. What's yours?”®

Hope took the notebook and wrote, T am Hope. | only
know how to sign ‘helio™”

On the journey to the nature reserve, Thandwe taught Hope some signs.
At the noture reserve, o teacher from Thondiwe's school come up to Thandiwe and signed very quickly

to her. Then the teacher turned to Hope with o huge smile “Hello, I'm Mrs Tou, Thandiwe's teacher. This
15 my name sign,” she soid making a sign in front of her mouth.

“What's a name sign?” asked Hope.

“it s a speciad sign thot & just about you. Your Deaf friends give It to you! My nome
sign is the sign for a big smile.” Mrs Tau repled smiling ond showing her
name sign ooain

Thondiwe looked carefully ot Hope, then made the

sign for Hope's ponytail

“Thandiwe’s given you a name sign’™ Mrs Tou

said, signing Hope's name sign ogain

Hope copled her and proctised her nome sign o

few times I really like my name sign.” she soid

“it makes me feel special”

Then Mrs Tou calied all the children
together. 1 wont you to find a partner and
stay together,” she sad “We are gong on
a noture walk As we walk, look carefully
ot dl the things cround you, and please
stay with the groupd™ Then she signed

the same message for the Deaf children.
Heope took Thandiwe's hand ond they
were offt

After a while, Mrs Tau stopped and pointed ot a huge spider’s web sparkling
with woter droplets Further along the path she showed them a footprnt
made by a small buck

As they reached a big tree, Thondme put cut an anm to siop Hope. Then
she pointed ot the ground. Both girds knelt down to hove o closer look.
“Oh, ®'s a shongolalo.” smiled Hope.

“Shangololo,.” signed Thandiwe nodding her heod.

The shangololo curled Into o spiral Then it slowly unwound ond woked
towords some fdlen leaves.

Hope tned to make the sign for shangolola.
Thandwe helped her ploce her fingers in the right shape.

Thandwe stood up and locked cround. She patted Hope on the
shoulder ond pointed cround them.

“0Oh not Where are ol the others?” soid Hope. They hod forgotten
to stay with the group! Quickly Hope took
Thondme’s hand and started woking off,
but Thandmve stopped her and ponted
n the cpposite drection Then
Thandiwe pointed at herseif and
then topped the side of her head

Hope looked confused Thandiwe

100k cut her notebock, ponted ot

herseif then topped her heod ogain
and wrote “I know”.

“Ch, you know which way to go." Hope said looking relieved Then she followed Thondiwe
back along the path

Soon they reached the ploce where they had seen the animal footprint. Thandwe pointed
at the footpont. "l know.” signed Thondwe.

Hope nodded ond the girls walked on
Next they reoched the spider’s web. Thandiwe pointed and signed, “Spider’s web”
Hope nodded and the girls wailked on OGGQ
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Not long after, the girls saw the bus n the parkong
ot The rest of the grouvp was standing rest

10 the bus looking worried. Tharndiwe and

Hope ran up to them Everyonse wos

very happy to see them, but Mrs Tou dd ,{
not look happy. She Storied Sgning o
Thandmwe, and Hope could see that she

hod been very wormed. Hope reoched

out and touched Mrs Tou's orm

“Thandrwe & <o clever!” said Mope. "She remembered alf the things we had seen and easlly led us back
along the path 1o the bus She even tought me a few more sgrs dong the wadf™

Mrs Tow Smiled and trondated for Thandwe Thandwe gave Hope a big hug as sveryone got back on the bos

On the drive home, Hope practised the signs
Thandiwe had tausht ber. Then MHope drew
a picture of Thandmwe and herself holdng
hands. Thandwe ported 5O Hope “Friends”
she Sgned

Friends” agned Hope as she smied happily
ot Thondwe. Todoy Hope and Thandme hod
bath mode o very specal new friend.

W ok GOt what Ranpenad n the srony Adk open: W Driow o oictune of Yyour TovourTe part of the SIcny
mm:o«wwmb ‘ wm‘wwmmmmyaomd.
Tk 0N 1ol CBOuT 1300s kokeind 10 @ st for with @ group of gour friends ond fomiy? Use Octons,
GO, WOt € your 10vounta Do of The SionyT WOt QNG VOKRE 10 Mok It funt Tny 10 leorn some of

W U= the OR code rom poge | 1o wotch e Song n the SASL Signs wsad nthe Saory Remembes ot sdan
South African Sgn Longuage After weeching the QO BQN YOU MUET LS Your hands and your foosd
weo osk, "00 yoes know ony Deat ciidren?, Do Uso contboord o 099 Dosns, Ghud 0nd Crogons 30
0w thank SASL woukd e Go; 10 Bann? Wiy T "1 MOk O ShoNQUIoIo. Cafl Cut Cordoond Crchis o
ou mat ¢ Deat gl B Thondiwe. how woukd Gou the Sectons of egg Daxes. Than Ghue o g
communcoteT tham 10gether 30 Make & Shoogaain

Share photos and videos of you and your children enjoying the World Reod Aloud Doy story and
activities on our social media! Use the hashtag: #NalibolisndSie dwrod2026.

Bmwmma ' naibaisa M craitaisa B oncibaisa
ondivalica TR roiboisa AN The Nofiboli Tust 8}, 0600 44 22 54

SR e
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