MEDIA RELEASE

01 FEBRUARY 2026

MINISTERS GWARUBE AND MALATSI TO ATTEND MICROSOFT
DIGITAL LAB HANDOVER AT PHEFENI SECONDARY SCHOOL

The Minister of Basic Education, Ms Siviwe Gwarube, together with the Minister of
Communications and Digital Technologies, Mr Solly Malatsi, and Gauteng Education
MEC Mr Matome Chiloane in partnership with Microsoft South Africa and a host of
collaborators, will tomorrow, Monday, 02 February, officially hand over a digital
laboratory to Phefeni Secondary School in Soweto, Gauteng.

The initiative underscores government’'s commitment to accelerating digital skills
development and equipping learners with the competencies required to participate
meaningfully in the digital economy.

MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE HANDOVER AND
WILL BE AFFORDED INTERVIEWS AS FOLLOWS:

Date: Tomorrow, Monday, 02 February 2026
Venue: Phefeni Secondary School, Gauteng
Time: 10h00

Event: Handover of Microsoft Digital Lab

Key participants:

Minister of Basic Education, Ms Siviwe Gwarube, MP

Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies, Mr Solly Malatsi, MP
Gauteng MEC for Education, Mr Matome Chiloane

Microsoft South Africa leadership

School management and learners

ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION

Acting Director - Communication and Research: Terence Khala - 081 758 1546
Media Liaison Officer: Lukhanyo Vangga 066 302 1533
DCDT Media Liaison Officer: Kwena Moloto — 060 902 7077
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A Reading Nation is a Leading Nation
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