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THE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN
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O N O2 August,  The MEC and the 
HoD hosted the Top Management 
Meet ing at Dokkies. Among the 

attendies were the DDGs, Chief Directors 
and Directors,  including al l  the Distr ict 
Directors.

EXTENDED TOP
MANAGEMENT

MEETING

BY: SIHLE MLOTSHWA

In  h is  address ,  the  MEC sa id  i t  i s
a lways  impor tan t  to  t rack  the
per fo rmance o f  the  sys tem,  no t  on ly  in 
mat r i c ,  bu t  th roughout  the  schoo l ing 
sys tem.  “ In  the  nex t  years ,  we need to 
asses  a l l  g rades  regu la r l y  so  tha t  we 
ge t  to  know we l l  in  t ime what
in te rven t ions  to  make.  We need to
per fo rm be t te r  th roughout ,  hence  we 
need to  focus  on  a l l  g rades  th roughout 
the  year, ”  sa id  the  MEC.

Mak ing  h is  remarks ,  the  HoD spoke 
about  the  cha l lenge o f  the  inc reas ing 
number  o f  p rogressed learners  in  the 
p rov ince .  Th is  year  the  depar tment  has 
34  000 progressed learners ,  wh i le  las t 
year  there  were  32  000.  “Even th is  year 
p rogressed learners  a re  no t  do ing
we l l  -  the  ques t ion  i s  do  we have  a
remedy, ”  asked the  HoD.  He sa id  he  i s 
a lso  wor r ied  about  Grade 9 .  “Grade 9 
seems to  be  the  weakes t  l i nk  f rom the 
days  o f  ANA, ”  he  sa id .  The  HoD a lso 
spoke about  the  unqua l i f i ed  aud i t
ou tcome tha t  was  ob ta ined  by  the
depar tment  and  thanked everyone who 
worked towards  ensur ing  tha t  th is
ou tcome is  ach ieved.

The MEC expressed h is  d issa t i s fac t ion 
tha t  i t  l ooks  l i ke  the  D is t r i c t  D i rec to rs 
don ’ t  seem to  be  fu l l y  in fo rmed about 
th ings  tha t  a re  happen ing  in  the i r
d is t r i c ts  in  as  fa r  as  schoo l
func t iona l i t y  i s  concerned.  ”There  a re 
schoo ls  tha t  ge t  c losed  more  than  four 
days  and d is t r i c t  d i rec to r  doesn ’ t  know, ” 
op ined  the  MEC,  who asked
Dis t r i c t  D i rec to rs  to  be  more  in  con t ro l . 
He  sa id  schoo ls  a re  the  foundat ion  o f 
the  success fu l  na t ion  and ,  “we have 
been g iven  a  chance to  be  par t  o f
bu i ld ing  tha t  foundat ion .  We can ’ t  be 
par t  in  des t roy ing  tha t  foundat ion . ”

Mak ing  h is  f ina l  remarks ,  the  MEC 
sa id  tha t  as  leadersh ip  they  a re  ca l led 
to  c lean  ou t  cor rup t ion  in  the  pub l i c 
serv ice .  “We are  go ing  to  dea l  w i th 
cor rup t ion  and  ma ladmin is t ra t ion 
in  the  pub l i c  serv ice .  Where  we are 
ca l led  to  inves t iga te ,  we w i l l  be
thorough and w i l l  be  dec is ive ,
conc luded the  MEC.
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O n 27 August,  The MEC and the 
HoD launched the 50 Days Count-
down at Menzi High School.  This 

event whose aim is to create awareness 
and alert  learners,  parents and members 
of the community that there are few days 
lef t  before learners si t  for the grade 12 
exams, was also attended by the Act ing 
DDG: Curr iculum Management and De-
l ivery,  Dr Barney Mthembu, Act ing DDG: 
Corporate Services, Mr Nathi  Ngcobo, 
many senior off ic ials,  including al l  Dis-
tr ict  Directors.

50 DAYS COUNTDOWN TO 2019 NSC EXAMS
BY: SIHLE MLOTSHWA

In  h is  remarks ,  the  HoD sa id ,  “We are 
here  to  endorse  the  depar tment ’s
expec ted  80% pass  ra te  in  the  2019 
NSC exams –  ours  i s  to  p rov ide  suppor t 
and  ensure  tha t  you  con t inue  in  your 
cons is ten t  exce l len t  per fo rmance. ” 

G iv ing  her  response on  beha l f  o f
learners ,  Amah le  Mathe  thanked the  de-
par tment  fo r  encourag ing  them to  work 
hard  and  promised  tha t  as
learners  o f  Menz i  H igh  Schoo l  they  a re 
go ing  to  work  hard  to  ensure  100  % 
pass  ra te  once  aga in  and  tha t  she  w i l l 
ob ta in  7  s t ra igh t  A’s .

Speak ing  to  learners ,  the  MEC sa id ,   
“We are  le f t  w i th  on ly  few days  be fo re 
we s ta r t  the  Mat r i c  Examina t ions ,  avo id 
d is t rac t ions  and work  hard  to  make our 
Prov ince  p roud. ”  He commended Menz i 
H igh  Schoo l  fo r  the i r  s te r l ing  academic 
per fo rmance over  the  years  and  p ledged 
to  suppor t  the  schoo l .  “Our  apprec ia t ion 
goes  to  the  p r inc ipa l  and  teachers  fo r 
the i r  ded ica t ion  to  du ty  by  hos t ing  ex t ra 
lessons  he ld  a f te r  schoo l  and  on
weekends .  We expec t  no th ing ,  bu t  100% 
f rom Menz i  H igh  Schoo l , ”  sa id  the  MEC.

T he MEC, Kwazi Mshengu off ic ial ly 
opened the Nat ional Ski l ls Indaba 
on 22 August 2019, at  the Coast land 

Hotel  in Durban. The event was hosted by 
the KZN TVET Col leges under the theme 
“Ski l ls For Self  Rel iance.”

MEC ASKS DIFFICULT 
QUESTIONS AT THE 
PROVINCIAL SKILLS 
CONFERENCE
BY: SIHLE MLOTSHWA

The main  ob jec t i ve  o f  the  con fe rence 
was  to  c rea te  awareness  so  tha t
d i f fe ren t  s takeho lders  unders tand  the 
ro le  p layed by  TVET Co l leges  in
address ing  the  need o f  the i r  loca l
communi t ies .  More  than  200 de lega tes 
f rom educat ion ,  sk i l l s  and  deve lopment 
o rgan isa t ions ,  labour  and  pr iva te
ins t i tu t ions ,  a t tended the  con fe rence .

The con ference  agreed tha t  there  i s  a 
need to  in tens i fy  the  reso lve  to  so l i c i t 
l as t ing  par tnersh ips  tha t  w i l l  con t r ibu te 
to  improv ing  the  sk i l l s  deve lopment  and 
ensure  impac t  on  the  employab i l i t y  and  
en t repreneur ia l  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  TVET 
s tudents .

Speak ing  dur ing  the  con fe rence ,  the 
MEC sa id  tha t  TVET co l leges  must  take 
a  deep look  a t  the i r  cur r i cu lum and ask 
some o f  the  d i f f i cu l t  ques t ions .  “They 
need to  ask  themse lves  i f  i t  i s  cor rec t 
a t  th is  po in t  in  t ime when there  i s  h igh 
demand fo r  techn ica l  sk i l l s  fo r  TVET 
Co l leges  to  o f fe r  courses  l i ke
Management  S tud ies  and  Book
Keep ing .  “ I  th ink  TVET co l leges  were
des igned to  o f fe r  techn ica l  sk i l l s  and  I 
th ink  our  co l leges  shou ld  be  a t  the
fo re f ron t  o f  p roduc ing  those  sk i l l s , ” 
sa id  the  MEC,  fo rc ing  TVET Co l leges 
p rac t i t i oners  to  th ink  hard  about  the
d i rec t ion  they  need to  take  in  c r i t i ca l 
t ime in  the  South  A f r i can  economy.
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O n Tuesday, 13 August,  the MEC of-
f ic iated at the launch of e-Learning 
programme which aims at providing 

equitable and qual i ty learning through ICT 
in teaching for learners and teachers. The 
programme was launched at Emadungeni 
High School which fal ls under the Harry 
Gwala Distr ict .

MEC LAUNCHED 
E-LEARNING AT 

EMADUNGENI HIGH 
SCHOOL

BY KWAZI MTHETHWA

Whi le  o f f i c ia l l y  open ing  the  p ro jec t ,  MEC 
Mshengu recogn ised  the  ro le  o f
government  in  the  deve lopment  o f
educat ion  in  KwaZu lu -Nata l .  He  sa id  the 
p rogramme wi l l  re in fo rce  what  has  been 
done to  in tegra te  ICT in  Educat ion .  “As 
a  depar tment  and  as  a  sys tem we have 
taken a  dec is ion  to  embrace  the  4 th
Indus t r ia l  revo lu t ion .  We are  con f iden t 
tha t  the  e -Learn ing  w i l l  improve
educat ion  env i ronment  and  inc rease  ac-
cess  to  d ig i ta l  wor ld ,  wh ich  can  be  done 
by  u t i l i s ing  d ig i ta l  dev ices  and
in te rne t -based learn ing  con ten ts  and 
enhance teacher  competency, ”  sa id  the 
MEC.

MEC Mshengu appea led  to  the
members  o f  the  communi ty  o f
Emadungen i  to  jo in  the  depar tment  in 
ensur ing  tha t  the  schoo l  and  i t s  learn ing 
equ ipment  i s  p ro tec ted  and sa fe . 

T he MEC, Kwazi Mshengu was the 
key-note speaker on the f i rst  day 
of SADTU’s Pr incipals Seminar 

which was held at  the Coast land Hotel 
f rom, 15-16 August 2019. Apart  f rom 
pr incipals who packed the hal l ,  look-
ing br ight in their  SADTU regal ia,  th is 
seminar whose theme was Decolonis-
ing Basic Educat ion, was also attended 
by the provincial  leadership of  SADTU, 
including the Chairperson, Phumlani 
Duma and the Provincial  Secretary, 
Nomarashiya Caluza. 

BY: SIHLE MLOTSHWA

Out l in ing  the  purpose  o f  the  seminar, 
the  Prov inc ia l  Secre ta ry  asked pr inc i -
pa ls  to  exerc ise  good leadersh ip  and  to 
con t inue  be  exemplary  a t  a l l  t imes .  The 
h igh  sp i r i ted  SADTU pr inc ipa ls  who 
were  punc tua t ing  each  address  w i th 
revo lu t ionary  songs ,  l i s tened a t ten t i ve -
ly  as  the  MEC took  the  pod ium to
address  them.

Af te r  the  address  by  the  MEC,  The pro-
v inc ia l  Secre ta ry  thanked the  MEC fo r 
ava i l ing  h imse l f  and  sa id  tha t  as  SADTU 
they  a re  go ing  to  con t inue  to  engage the 
leadersh ip  o f  the  depar tment  w i th  a  v iew 
to  ensur ing  good and conduc ive  work ing 
cond i t ions  fo r  educators .

In  h is  address ,  the  MEC sa id  educators 
need to  unders tand  themse lves  to  be 
revo lu t ionar ies  who are  p r i v i leged to  lay 
a  foundat ion  fo r  a  deve loped na t ion .  “ I 
cons ider  myse l f  to  be  a  revo lu t ionary 
and  I  cons ider  myse l f  to  be  par t  o f  you , ” 
sa id  the  MEC to  loud  cheers  and
c lapp ing  o f  hands .  He a lso  spoke about 
the  need to  pay  par t i cu la r  a t ten t ion 
to  the  educat ion  o f  a  g i r l  ch i ld .  “ I f  we 
don ’ t ,  g i r l  ch i ld ren  w i l l  be  t rapped in  a 
pa t r ia rcha l  power  re la t ions , ”  asser ted 
the  MEC.  He a lso  sa id  as  par t  o f
deco lon is ing  educat ion ,  the  depar tment 
has  taken a  dec is ion  to  pay  par t i cu la r 
a t ten t ion  to  ru ra l  and  townsh ip  schoo ls .

MEC SPEAKS AT 
SADTU’S PRINCIPALS 

SEMINAR
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T he Department of  Higher Educa-
t ion, Science and Technology and 
the Department of  Educat ion in KZN 

launched the Mari t ime Academy at Um-
folozi  TVET Col lege .  The event took place 
at Esikhaleni  Township under King Cetsh-
wayo Distr ict ,  on the 6th of  August.

Th is  launch  was  g raced by  the  p resent 
o f  Dr  B lade  Nz imande,  M in is te r  o f  H igher 
Educat ion ,  Sc ience  and Techno logy,  the 
MEC,  Kwaz i  Mshengu,  bus iness
representa t i ves ,  representa t i ves  f rom 
Umhla thuze  Mun ic ipa l i t y  and  a l l  the
pr inc ipa ls  o f  TVET Co l leges  in  KZN.

Umfo loz i  Mar i t ime Academy w i l l
p rov ide  advanced educat ion  and t ra in ing 
to  young peop le  in  the  oceans  economy 
sec to r.  Dur ing  the  launch ,  the  MEC sa id 
tha t  the  academy w i l l  no t  on ly  rev ive  the 
oceans  economy loca l l y,  bu t  w i l l  a lso 
enab le  KwaZu lu -Nata l  to  benef i t  f rom 
the  reg iona l  and  g loba l  mar i t ime
t ranspor t  va lue  cha in .  He a lso
emphas ized  tha t  desp i te  the
ever -g rowing  demand and oppor tun i t ies 
in  the  oceans  economy,  young peop le 
have  lacked the  oppor tun i t ies  to  ge t 
sea  t ime,  a  p re - requ is i te  fo r  serv ing  on 
sh ips .  “We are  work ing  hard  to  ensure 
tha t  our  educat ion  p roduces  what  i s
demanded by  the  economy, ”  remarked 
MEC Mshengu.

MARITIME ACADEMY LAUNCHED IN 
UMFOLOZIN TVET COLLEGE

BY: XOLI THOMPSON
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T he MEC presided over the off ic ial 
launch of the computer centre at 
Esiqongweni High School,  on 08 Au-

gust.  40 computers were donated by Ab-
erdare Cables Company fol lowing a pledge 
by the President,  Mr Cyr i l  Ramaphosa, 
that he had made ear l ier in January this 
year.  During the computer lab launch, the 
MEC said,  “ I t  is of  paramount importance 
that we as the Department of  Educat ion 
work extremely hard to empower our chi l -
dren with qual i ty educat ion regardless of 
whether they are from deep rural  areas or 
urban areas.”

The CEO f rom the  Aberdare  Cab les
Company,  Dr  Song,  p leaded w i th  the 
learners  to  take  good care  o f  the i r 
schoo l  equ ipment .  “ I t  i s  a  g rea t  honor 
fo r  me to  be  hand ing  over  these
computers  to  you ,  these  a re  your 
weapon tha t  w i l l  he lp  you  to  f igh t  fo r 
a  b r igh te r  fu tu re ,  embrace  them, ”  sa id 
Dr.  Song.

Overa l l ,  th is  computer  lab  w i l l  p lay  a 
c ruc ia l  ro le  in  p romot ing  the  fo r th
indus t r ia l  revo lu t ion .

BY: KHETHIWE DLAMINI

OFFICIAL OPENING AND LAUNCH OF 
THE COMPUTER LAB AT ESIQONGWENI

I lembe Distr ict  has received the award for the most improved distr ict  in the country 
for the past two years.  I t  is against this background that the distr ict  adopted the 
theme for 2019 “Going Up” and set the target of  85%. The distr ict  held i ts matr ic 

prayer for 2019 NSC examinat ions on 1 August at  Stanger High School.  Themanage-
ment team of the distr ict  bel ieve that they have done a thorough job of preparing the 
matr ics for exams, now they invi te the div ine power to guide and strengthen learners 
through the exams. Speaking to learners who attended the prayer,  the Distr ict  Director, 
Dr Madondo said,  “We want to sustain our performance, this requires effect ive func-
t ioning of the distr ict  at  al l  levels.  We are here to mark the last  phase of our academic 
improvement plan, Operat ion Gonqa - this in the Is iZulu cul ture symbol ises that some-
thing big is about to happen in an individual ’s l i fe.  We have al located teams to vis i ts 
schools to mot ivate learners and teachers for this l i fe def ining examinat ion.”  Dr Singh, 
the guest speaker for the day said,  “Your l imitat ions are as far as your mind can take 
you.  Push yourselves because no one wi l l  do i t  for you.”

BY: QINISILE MKHIZE

ILEMBE DISTRICT PRAYER FOR GRADE 12
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A s part of  the Mandela Month com-
memorat ions, the department, 
represented by the HoD, Dr Enock 

Nzama and MTN Team, vis i ted I thala and 
Inkosi  Mphathesi tha Secondary Schools 
in Nkandla, under the King Cetshwayo 
Distr ict .

Th is  v is i t  by  the  depar tment  and  MTN 
was a imed a t  improv ing  learner ’s  l i ves 
and  those  o f  the  communi ty  o f  Nkand la 
and  a lso  to  car ry  on  w i th  the  legacy 
o f  the  fo rmer  Pres iden t  Mande la  by 
con t r ibu t ing  towards  educat ion  and 
change peop les ’ l i ves  fo r  the  be t te r.

Dur ing  the  event ,  Dr  Nzama handed 
over  b icyc les  to  the  learners  o f  the  two 
schoo ls  and  a lso  gave
compu jec to rs  to  bo th  schoo ls .
Other  ac t i v i t ies  dur ing  the  day
inc luded pa in t ing  o f  some s t ruc tu res , 
donat ing  o f  schoo l  shoes ,  s ta t ionary 
packs  as  we l l  as  hyg iene  packs ,
san i ta ry  towe ls  and  o ther  cosmet ics .

In  h is  address ,  the  HoD,  h igh l igh ted  the 
impor tance  o f  ce lebra t ing  the
Mande la  Month  by  ded ica t ing  67
minu tes  ass is t ing  o thers  in  need.  “We 
have  par tnered  w i th  MTN in  o rder  to 
work  toge ther  in  b r ing ing  techno logy  to 
our  schoo ls  and  our  g ra t i tude  goes  to 
MTN fo r  the i r  generos i ty, ”  sa id  the  HoD.

MANDELA MONTH
COMMEMORATIONS

BY: NOMFUNDO MALINGA
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O n Monday, July 27, 
the HoD together 
with off ic ials f rom 

di fferent distr icts,  cele-
brated Mandela Day with 
learners of  Lions River 
Pr imary School,  under uM-
gungundlovu Distr ict .

 Learners  and  s ta f f  o f 
L ions  R iver  Pr imary  were 
very  honoured  to  be  par t 
o f  Mande la  Day  ce le -
b ra t ion .  A b r ie fou t l ine 
o f  Mande la ’s  l i fe  was 
g iven  by  the  p r inc ipa l , 
Mrs  Mh longo.  She a lso 
thanked the  HoD and h is 
en tourage fo r  v is i t ing  the 
schoo l  and  the  generous 
donat ion  f rom the  depar t -
ment .  The  donat ion  o f 
schoo l  un i fo rm was  we l l 
rece ived  by  the  learners . 

The  Head o f  Depar tment 
par t i c ipa ted  in  the  pa in t -
ing  o f  the  wa l l .  F rom 
there ,  the  HoD proceed to 
the  Mande la  Capture  S i te 
toge ther  w i th  learners  to 
v iew the  Mande la
Museum.  Learners  were 
very  exc i ted  to  learn 
about  the i r  hero  and  by 
the  look  o f  th ings ,  th is 
i s  the  Mande la  Day  tha t 
they  w i l l  never  fo rge t .

BY: MBALI ZULU

COMMEMORATING 
MADIBA’S LEGACY

T he 20th annual Afr ican Renais-
sance Conference took place 
on 16 August at  the Albert  Lu-

thul i  Internat ional Convect ion Cen-
tre.  The conference was organised 
by the KwaZulu-Natal  Growth Coa-
l i t ion, the Durban Chamber of  Com-
merce, and non–prof i t  organisat ions. 
Afr ican Renaissance Conference 
br ings together var ious stakehold-
ers across the cont inent to focus on 
strategies for the implementat ion of 
inclusive social  economic transfor-
mat ion. 

MEC SPEAKS AT THE AFRICAN 
RENAISSANCE CONFERENCE

The MEC,  Kwaz i  Mshengu de l i v -
e red  h is  speech on  the  ro le  o f  KZN 
Prov inc ia l  Government  in  educa-
t ion .  “One o f  the  in i t ia t i ves  tha t  we 
have  taken is  tha t  we w i l l  be  in -
t roduc ing  sub jec ts  l i ke  cod ing  and 
robo t ics  nex t  year,  s ta r t ing  f rom 
pr imary  schoo ls .  We are  iden t i f y ing 
about  100  schoo ls  in  the  p rov ince 
where  we w i l l  s ta r t  w i th  these  sub-
jec ts  because we want  to  equ ip  our 
learners  f rom the  ear ly  s tages  o f 
p r imary  leve ls  to  secondary  leve ls , 
‘ ’  Sa id  MEC

BY: MBALI ZULU
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O n the morning of 18 July 2019, a day many 
South Afr icans intended to spend helping 
others as part  of  the Mandela Day com-

memorat ions, the pr incipal  of  Ukusa High School 
in Hammarsdale, Mr Musa Dlungwana discovered 
l i fe less bodies of 2 securi ty guards with the 3rd 
securi ty guard severely in jured. The injured se-
cur i ty guard was rushed to hospital  for medical 
at tent ion.  I t  is al leged that the three refused to 
open the strong room where the schools valu-
ables are kept,  which led to them being beaten to 
death.   The MEC and the HoD vis i ted the school 
af ter learning about the incident.  On their  arr ival , 
the SAPS were st i l l  processing the scene.  The 
MEC and HoD comforted family members of the 
deceased who were already at the scene.  The 
MEC condemned the brutal  k i l l ing of  the securi ty 
off icers and cal led on the pol ice to immediately 
arrest the perpetrators.  

A s part  of  the Inte-
grated Nat ional Li t -
eracy and Numeracy 

Strategy, on 29 August, 
the department ’s Curr ic-
ulum Directorate (GET), 
hosted the provincial  2019 
Spel l ing BEE Competi t ion, 
at  Durban Primary School. 
This programme start-
ed at a school level  and 
advanced to circui t  and 
distr ict  level . 

BY: QINISILE MKHIZE

BY: MBALI ZULU

DEATH OF SECURITY 
GUARDS AT UKUSA HIGH 

SCHOOL

2019 SPELLING BEE PROVINCIAL 
COMPETITION

Ms Bus i  D lad la ,
D i rec to r :  Cur r i cu lum –
GET,  ou t l ined  the
purpose  o f  the  event .  
“Th is  i s  the  4 th  t ime
hav ing  th is  p rogramme in 
the  p rov ince .  Las t  year 
as  a  p rov ince  we
obta ined  pos i t ion  1  a t  the 
na t iona l  compet i t ion  and 
I  be l ieve  aga in  th is  year 
we w i l l  do  the  same, ”  Ms 
D lad la  exp la ined .

Jordan Govender,  a 
learner  f rom Fa i rhaven 
Pr imary  Schoo l ,  ob ta ined 
f i r s t  pos i t ion .  He w i l l 
compete  a t  the  na t iona l 
compet i t ion  to  be  he ld 
la te r  in  September  2019.
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T he Operat ion Sukuma 
Sakhe cabinet day 
for the Month of Au-

gust was held in the Great-
er Kokstad Municipal i ty on 
28 August.   The MEC was 
deployed in ward 5,  at 
Bhongweni area. The MEC 
met with the ward commit-
tee where the ward report 
was discussed.  Some of 
the chal lenges highl ighted 
in the report  were: gang-
ster ism, unemployment, 
permits not issued by the 
department of  t ransport , 
neglect of  disabled peo-
ple,  overcrowded schools 
and that community has 
one cl in ic which is short-
staffed.

BY: QINISILE MKHIZE

OSS CABINET DAY, GREATER 
KOKSTAD MUNICIPALITY

Af te r  the  meet ing  w i th  the 
ward  commi t tee ,  the  MEC 
proceeded to  v is i t
p ro jec ts  in  the  a rea .  He 
o f f i c ia l l y  opened
Bhongwen i  Hos te l ,  wh ich 
was  bu i l t  by  the
Greater  Koks tad
Mun ic ipa l i t y.  Search  and 
se izure  was  conduc ted 
by  SAPS a t  Themba le thu 
and Car l  Ma lcomess 
H igh  Schoo ls .  “Schoo ls 
a re  a  p lace  fo r  teach ing 
and learn ing  and no th ing 
e lse , ”  sa id  the  MEC. 

Dur ing  communi ty
engagement ,  the
communi ty  expressed 
the i r  concerns  and
cha l lenges .  They  fee l  l i ke 
the  whee ls  o f  serv ice
de l i ve ry  a re  mov ing  very 
s low in  the i r  mun ic ipa l i t y.
The peop le  o f
Bhongwen i  were  p leased 
tha t  the  government  took 
t ime to  l i s ten  to  the i r
concerns  and
cha l lenges  and hoped tha t 
in  the  near  fu tu re  they 
w i l l  s ta r t  to  see  changes 
and improvement .   

O n 15 August,  the Department,  to-
gether with Casme Centre for Ad-
vancement of  Service and Maths 

Educat ion, held the Mental  Maths Com-
pet i t ion at the Durban Teachers Centre. 
This competi t ion was aimed at inst i l l ing 
love of mathematics to learners from the 
lower grades. 

MENTAL MATHS 
COMPETITION AT 
TEACHERS CENTRE

BY: KHETHIWE DLAMINI

Nine learners  f rom the  f i ve  d i f fe ren t 
d is t r i c ts  were  u l t imate ly  announced 
accord ing  to  the i r  pos i t ions .  Grade-4 ’s 
f i r s t  pos i t ion  was  Dante  Lazarus  f rom 
Umlaz i  D is t r i c t ,  second pos i t ion  was 
Yurv i l  Nara in  f rom UThuke la  D is t r i c t 
and  the  th i rd  pos i t ion  was  A thand iwe 
Sh inga  f rom Ugu D is t r i c t .  Other
pos i t ions  were  a lso  announced
accord ing  to  the i r  g rades  

M iss  Da in ty  Mkh ize ,  Maths  Adv isor 
f rom Ugu D is t r i c t  p res ided  over  the 
p rogramme.  She thanked a l l  those
invo lved  in  the  compet i t ion .  “ I  wou ld 
l i ke  to  thank  co l leagues  f rom the
d is t r i c ts ,  Ch ie f  Educat ion  Spec ia l i s ts 
in  charge  o f  cur r i cu lum and adv isors 
in  the i r  d i f fe ren t  capac i ty  fo r  work ing 
very  hard   to  ensure  success  o f  th is 
compet i t ion , ”  sa id  Ms Mkh ize .
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O n 29 August,  The MEC went to 
Glenhaven Secondary School in 
Verulam, fol lowing a learner ’s 

protest and boycott ing of c lasses, which 
resul ted into disrupt ion of teaching and 
learning at the school.

The  MEC met  w i th  the  s ta f f ,  i nc lud ing 
the  p r inc ipa l  and  SGB,  where  i t  was 
repor ted  tha t  the  r io t  ensued when 
the  ga te  sys tem was ins ta l led  a t  the 
schoo l .  When the  s i tua t ion  go t  ou t  o f 
hand,  po l i ce  were  ca l led  to  in te rvene.  
I t ’s  a l leged tha t  dur ing  the  a l te rca t ion , 
sho ts  were  f i red ,  wh ich  resu l ted  in to 
some learners  sus ta in ing  in ju r ies  and 
th ree  ge t t ing  a r res ted .
Learners  were  a lso  g iven  a  chance to 
g ive  the i r  own vers ion  to  the  MEC.

They  compla ined  about  the  ga te
sys tem tha t  has  been ins ta l led  wh i le 
they  have  no  water  taps .  The issue  o f 
no t  hav ing  access  to  to i le ts  and  no t 
rece iv ing  san i ta ry  towe ls  was  a lso 
repor ted .  Learners  a lso  compla ined 
about  rac ia l  s lu rs  f rom o ther
educators .

A f te r  hear ing  bo th  s ides  o f  the
s to ry,  the  MEC addressed learners  and 
teachers  a t  the  assembly  and
announced tha t  the  ga te  sys tem wi l l  be 
suspended,  wh i le  the  mat te r  i s  be ing 
inves t iga ted .  The MEC then  to ld
learners  to  go  back  to  c lasses .  “Le t ’s 
no t  be  par t i c ipan ts  in  des t roy ing  our 
fu tu re  by  a l low ing  anger  to  ge t  the
bet te r  o f  us .  Teach ing  and learn ing 
shou ld  resume as  soon as
poss ib le , ”  sa id  the  MEC,  warn ing 
learners  aga ins t  fu r ther  d is rup t ion  o f 
teach ing  and learn ing . 

BY: SBONISIWE SHEZI

MEC RESOLVES GLENHAVEN 
SECONDARY SCHOOL PROTEST

Y outh Act ion Cit izen Program (Y-CAP) 
is a tool  to assist  learners in making 
posi t ive changes in their  schools 

and communit ies.   I t  is aimed at making 
learners feel  conf ident and empowered 
to be act ive ci t izens. The program is also 
intended to inst i l l  posi t ive values in learn-
ers that are consistent with the ethos of 
a modern state.  The program gives learn-
ers an opportuni ty to brainstorm solut ions 
regarding the social  i l ls  that hinder their 
progress in teaching and learning and give 
them a sense of ownership to ensure that 
the chal lenges faced by their  schools are 
resolved. Youth Cit izen in Act ion Program 
assists in creat ing a team of proact ive 
learners who are role models for other 
learners.   The Y-CAP provincial  competi-
t ion was held on 19-20 July.  Sivel i le High 
School took posi t ion 1 for their  hygiene 
project in the secondary schools category 
whi le Kranskop Primary with their  recy-
cl ing presentat ion, out shined al l  pr imary 
schools.  Both schools wi l l  represent the 
province at the nat ional competi t ion. 

BY: QINISILE MKHIZE

Y-CAP 2019
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My s ign i f i can t  ro le  was  to  fac i l i ta te 
p ro jec t  based on  con ten t  taught  in 
c lass  and  to  g ive  gu idance on  the i r 
ideas  and research .  I  have  a lso  as-
s is ted  them to  deve lop  powerpo in t
p resenta t ion ,  to  des ign  a  por t fo l io
us ing  MS Word ,  mon i to red  the
progress  o f  the  p ro jec t ,  ass is ted  them 
wi th  resources  requ i red ,  wh ich
inc luded improv isa t ion  o f  co lumns, 
condensers ,  de l i ve ry  tube  and many 
more .  Las t l y,  I  made sure  tha t
t ranspor t  dur ing  e l im ina t ion  p rocesses 
i s  o rgan ised . 

The depar tment  i s  very  p roud o f  learners  f rom Umlaz i  D is t r i c t  who came ou t  f i r s t 
dur ing  the  Nat iona l  Learner  Focus  Week tha t  took  p lace  in  Pre to r ia  recent ly.  As 
par t  o f  the  Learner  Focus  Week,  learners  had  to  p resent  p ro jec ts  based on
energy  sav ing  methods  and wr i te  a  na t iona l  sc ience  re la ted  tes t  in  th is  regard .
EDU-NEWS  spoke  to  these  learners  as  we l l  as  the i r  educa tor  who saw them 
th rough th is  compet i t ion .

I t  i s  essent ia l  to  work  c lose ly  w i th 
ne ighbour ing  schoo ls  and  ins t i tu t ions 
espec ia l l y  i f  you  a re  lack ing
resources . 
A f f i l i a te  w i th  Cent re  fo r  the
Advancement  o f  Sc ience  and
Mathemat ics  Educat ion  to  bor row 
equ ipments  to  do  exper iments .
Ass is t  learners  to  ga in  con f idence  in 
the  sub jec t .
App l i ca t ion  o f  con ten t  in  rea l  l i fe
s i tua t ions . 
Invo lve  s takeho lders  who are  exper ts 
in  sc ience ,  such  as  paren ts  and  to 
make sure  tha t  learners  see  the  need 
and the  impor tance  o f  the  sub jec t

WHAT WAS YOUR ROLE IN THIS 
PROJECT?

OUR STARS CONTINUE TO SHINE

ADVISE TO OTHER
EDUCATORS:

NQ Makhaye
Phys ica l  Sc ience  Educator
S ibong ind le la  H igh  Schoo l

NAME & SURNAME:
OCCUPATION:-

SCHOOL:

PROFILE

Two learners  were  requ i red  to  par t i c ipa te 
in  the  p ro jec t ,  Ms  Ndawo(HOD)  and Ms 
Makhaye(Phys ica l  Sc ience  teacher )  gave 
us  a  chance as  a  c lass  to  choose
learners  to  represent  the  schoo l .  The 
c lass  vo ted  fo r  us .

I t  was  cha l leng ing  to  ge t  lab  mater ia ls 
e .g  thermometer,  t r ipod  e tc .  I t  was  a lso 
d i f f i cu l t  to  c rea te  t ime fo r  p repar ing 
ourse lves  thorough ly  and  to  per fec t  our 
mode l ,  s ince  we had to  p repare  fo r  our 
exams a t  the  same t ime.  For tuna te ly  w i th 
the  ass is tance  f rom our  teachers  and 
concerned paren ts ,  we made i t .

No th ing  i s  imposs ib le ,  as  long  as  you 
g ive  yourse l f  t ime to  l i s ten  and learn 
f rom o ther  peop le .  Don ’ t  be  a f ra id  to 
t ry  someth ing  new in  l i fe .  I t  i s  up  to  you 
to  f i l l  your  mind  w i th  pos i t i ve  thoughts 
o r  negat ive  thoughts .  You are  what  you 
th ink .  No one owes you  success .  The 
on ly  l im i t  you  have  in  your  l i fe  i s  the  one 
you  occupy  yourse l f  w i th .

We learn t  tha t  c rude  o i l  i s  impor ted  f rom 
o ther  count r ies .  I t  i s  then  separa ted  o r 
b roken down in to  smal le r  use fu l
subs tances  l i ke  pe t ro l ,  d iese l ,  para f f in 
and  pe t ro leum ge l  e tc .  We learn t  tha t 
some compan ies  work  toge ther  and  share 
resources  l i ke  BP and She l l  (50  -  50) .
Eskom  -  we  learn t  how they  genera tes 
e lec t r i c i t y  f rom coa l  and  how they  supp ly 
i t  to  househo lds .
Sanedi  -  i t  i s  a  company  wh ich  dea ls 
w i th  the  g reenhouse gases  concent ra ted 
in  the  a tmosphere  l i ke  CO2.
NECSA -  a  company  uses  a  go ld  by
produc t ,  u ran ium to  ease  energy  by
sp l i t t i ng  i t s  a toms.  Th is  u ran ium is
fu r ther  used in  nuc lear  med ic ine  wh ich 
cures  cancer.  I f  we  can  fu r ther  exp la in 
what  we learn t ,  th is  who le  book  w i l l  be 
f i l l ed  so  we th ink  th is  i s  adequate  bu t 
much is  f i l l ed  in  our  heads .

We were  asked to  iden t i f y  a  p rob lem 
exper ienced by  our  loca l  communi ty  and 
t ry  to  f ind  a  so lu t ion  to  tha t  cha l lenge. 
A l though we had no  idea  o f  what  to  do , 
we t r ied  our  bes t  to  f ind  someth ing  wh ich 
w i l l  ass is t .  Our  f i r s t  t ry  was  o f  c rea t ing 
/  genera t ing  e lec t r i c i t y  us ing  a  magnet . 
Due to  f inanc ia l  p rob lems fo r  the
mater ia ls  we needed,  we ended up  no t
suceed ing .  We then  came up  w i th  a
second idea .  Th is  p ro jec t  was  about  p ro -
duc ing  e thano l  and  e thano l  vapour  f rom 
Gav in  to  be  u t i l i sed  as  an  a l te rna t i ve 
energy  source  dur ing  load  shedd ing  o r  to
min imise  energy  usage in  househo lds , 
hosp i ta l i t y  indus t ry  and  in  eng ineer ing 
sec to r.  I t  was  a  cha l leng ing  p ro jec t ,  bu t 
th rough hard  work  and  ded ica t ion ,  we 
were  ab le  to  success fu l l y  comple te  i t .

WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO ENTER 
THE COMPETITION? 

WHAT CHALLENGES DID YOU FACE?
ADVICE TO OTHER LEARNERS:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN DURING 
THE COMPETITION?

GIVE US THE BACKGROUND OF 
YOUR PROJECT:

Thab iso  Nd lovu  &  Promise 
Maphumulo
17
Sibong ind le la  H igh  Schoo l
Umlaz i

NAME & 
SURNAME:

AGE:
SCHOOL:

DISTRICT:

PROFILE

BY: NOMPUMELELO GASA
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V arious schools from di fferent distr ict 
at tended the 2019 KZN Indigenous 
Games at Kandahar Sports Grounds 

in Ladysmith.  The games took place from 
16 to 17 August 2019. The aim of these 
games is to encourage learners to play 
sports and embrace an act ive healthy l i fe-
style.

Th is  event  wh ich  was  o rgan ized  by  the 
Depar tment  o f  Educat ion  and  the
Depar tment  o f  Ar ts ,  Cu l tu re ,  Spor ts  and 
Recrea t ion  saw over  2400 learners  f rom 
d i f fe ren t  d is t r i c ts  compet ing  in  var ious 
t rack  and  f ie ld  codes  in  p repara t ion  fo r 
the  Nat iona l  Ind igenous  Games wh ich 
w i l l  be  he ld  a t  Po lokwane in  September 
2019.The s tad ium was packed w i th
ch i ld ren ,  teachers  and  paren ts  who were 
there  to  g ive  suppor t  to  the  par t i c ipa t ing 
learners . 

E thekwin i  Met ro  team won the  2019 
KZN Ind igenous  Games and co l lec ted 
a  to ta l  o f  28  overa l l  po in ts  to  c la im top 
spo t .  They  were  fo l lowed by  the  K ing 
Cetshwayo D is t r i c t  w i th  16  Po in ts  and 
Team uMgungund lovu  came 3rd  pos i t ion 
w i th  15  Po in ts .  In  the  schoo ls  ca tegory, 
Umlaz i  D is t r i c t  took  f i r s t  pos i t ion  w i th 
overa l l  17  Po in ts ,  fo l lowed by
UMkhanyakude on  11  po in ts  and
UMzinya th i  was  th i rd  w i th  9  po in ts . 
Based on  the i r  overa l l  per fo rmance, 
teams were  se lec ted  to  represent  KZN 
in  the  na t iona l  games tak ing  p lace  in 
Po lokwane.

2019 KZN INDIGENOUS GAMES FESTIVAL
BY: XOLI THOMPSON
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Gallery

CONGRATULATIONS TO MEC 
MSHENGU AND ALL OFFICIALS 
WHO TOOK PART IN THE NELSON 
MANDELA MARATHON
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