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MEC’S MAIDEN BUDGET SPEECH
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T HE  MEC del ivered the department ’s budget Speech on the 17th of  July 2019 at 
the KZN Legislature, in Pietermari tzburg. The Department of  Educat ion got the 
largest share of the 2019/20 provincial  budget,  at  54 021 515 bi l l ion. “At this 

point  I  want to give assurance that as the department we are no longer give pr ior i ty to 
new teachers who studied through Fundza Lushaka bursar ies, but we give equal em-
ployment opportuni t ies to al l  newly qual i f ied teachers,”  said the MEC among the many 
pronouncements that he made whi le del iver ing his budget speech. The Department is 
planning to bui ld an agr icul tural  school in uMgungundlovu Distr ict ,  a Mari t ime school 
and a special ized Aut ism School.  The MEC also said as part  of  the dr ive to secure 
schools,  the Provincial  Execut ive Counci l  has approved a mult i -pronged schools safety 
strategy. The breakdown of 2019/2020 budget is as fol lows:

2019/20 BUDGET SPEECH

BY: PHUMLA DLAMINI, NONTUTHUKO MOTHA & NOMBULELO SHEZI
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T HE  HoD, Dr Enock Nzama, was a 
key-note speaker at  the Universi ty 
of  KwaZulu-Natal  dur ing the event 

which was aimed at off ic ial ly opening 
three bui ld ings which were named after 
three struggle stalwarts.  The bui ld ings 
were named after Helen Kuzwayo, Dul-
cie September and Phyl l is Naidoo, who 
al l  p layed a signi f icant role in f ight ing 
for the l iberat ion of South Afr ica.

BY: SIHLE MLOTSHWA

In  h is  key-no te  address ,  the  HoD 
thanked the  Un ivers i t y  fo r  embark ing  on 
the  p ro jec t  o f  deco lon is ing  te r t ia ry
ins t i tu t ions  th rough the  naming  o f  the 
bu i ld ings .  He a lso  asked UKZN,
espec ia l l y  the  educat ion  facu l ty,  to  o f fe r 
courses  tha t  a re  in  l i ne  w i th  the  needs 
o f  the  depar tment .  “The  Pres iden t  spoke 
a t  leng th  about  the  s t r ides  government 
i s  mak ing  to  ensure  tha t  young peop le 
and  graduates  in  par t i cu la r,  a re  ab le  to 
ge t  jobs .  H is  ca l l  w i l l  on ly  be
mean ing fu l  i f  un ivers i t ies  a lso  sh i f t
towards  teach ing  s tudents  what  i s
requ i red  by  the  marke ts , ”  sa id  the  HoD, 
who a lso  asked te r t ia ry  ins t i tu t ions  no t 
to  work  in  s i los ,  bu t  to  work  c lose ly  w i th 
the  Depar tment  o f  Educat ion .

HOD SPEAKS AT UKZN

Out l in ing  the  a im o f  the  event ,  The 
Head o f  Educat ion  Facu l ty,  Pro f  Thabo 
Ms ib i  sa id ,  “UKZN is  commi t ted  to  the 
t rans fo rmat ion  p ro jec t .  I t  remains  a 
leader  in  the  count ry  as  ev idenced by 
the  t rans fo rmat ion  in  our  cur ren t  s ta f f 
and  s tudent  demograph ics . ”
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T HE  department hosted a 3-day Induct ion Programme for al l  Circui t  Managers 
including newly appointed Circui t  Managers in the province.  This programme 
which was held at  Port  Natal  Skool in Durban, started from the 19th to the 

21st of  June 2019 under the theme, “Circui t  Management as the Centre of  Educat ion 
Transformation.”

CIRCUIT MANAGERS
INDUCTION

BY: SBONISIWE SHEZI

Th is  workshop wh ich  was  a lso
a t tended by  D is t r i c t  D i rec to rs ,
depar tmenta l  o f f i c ia ls  and  d i f fe ren t 
depar tment  s takeho lders ,  was  a imed 
a t  reor ien ta t ing  the  newly  appo in ted 
C i rcu i t  Managers  as  we l l  as  those  who 
have  a l ready  been in  the  depar tment . 
Th is  p rogramme focused on  d i f fe ren t 
top ics  such  as :  The  ro les  and
respons ib i l i t i es  fo r  c i rcu i t  management 
in  rea l i z ing  the  s t ra teg ic  v is ion  o f
government ,  e f fec t i ve  p lann ing ,
mon i to r ing  and  eva lua t ion ,  overv iew 
o f  educat ion  management ,  governance 
and deve lopment  in  South  A f r i can 
Schoo ls  and  many o ther  top ics . 

Mr  La l  Rambaran ,  the  Ac t ing  Ch ie f
F inanc ia l  Of f i ce r,  made the
presenta t ion  about  the  aud i t  ou tcomes 
and debt  management .  Other  speakers 
who spoke dur ing  the  induc t ion  inc luded 
the  Ac t ing  Ch ie f  D i rec to r :  Assesment ,  Mr 
Ray  Penn is ton ,  who spoke about  the
depar tment ’s  ser iousness  in  es tab l i sh ing 
a  c red ib le  examina t ion  po l i cy.

The HoD,  Dr  Enock  Nzama,  in  h is
address  congra tu la ted  a l l  the  newly
appo in ted  C i rcu i t  Managers  and
commended them fo r  a t tend ing  the
induc t ion .  “The depar tment  t rus t  tha t 
you  w i l l  be  good mentors  in  schoo ls  and 
tha t  you  w i l l  manage e f fec t i ve ly.  Le t  us 
change the  educat ion  sys tem in
KwaZu lu -Nata l  by  inc reas ing  the  pass 
ra te  percen tage, ”  sa id  the  HoD.

T HE  South Afr ican Air  Force in con-
junct ion with i ts stakeholder ’s and 
the KZN Department of  Educat ion, 

launched the Youth Camp for the f i rst 
t ime at Siyamukela High School,  under 
Amajuba Distr ict ,  on the 17th of  June. 
400 learners from di fferent schools un-
der Amajuba Distr ict  were in at tendance. 
The purpose of this programme is to 
help learners improve academical ly,  to 
give more learners t ime to focus on their 
studies and work with others in order to 
gain more from their  peers. 

YOUTH CAMP PROGRAMME 
LAUNCH

The D is t r i c t  D i rec to r,  Mr  Themi
Nzama,  o f f i c ia ls  f rom the  d is t r i c t  and 
Head Off i ce ,  the  Prov inc ia l
Coord ina to rs ,  the  ward  counc i l lo r,
p r inc ipa ls ,  teachers ,  SGB members , 
learners  and  communi ty  members , 
were  p resent  dur ing  the  launch .

The Ch ie f  D i rec to r :  Cur r i cu lum
Suppor t :  Mbong isen i  Maz ibuko  we lcomed 
a l l  gues ts  who were  p resent .  He thanked 
the  Defence  Force  team fo r  the  suppor t 
they  gave  to  make sure  tha t  the
programme is  a  success .  “As  a
depar tment  we are  here  to  g ive  you  the 
suppor t  you  need and to  be t te r  your
fu tu re .  We wou ld  be  very  happy  i f  some 
o f  our  learners  wou ld  jo in  the  a i r  fo rce 
and be  p i lo ts  because I  be l ieve  tha t 
young and soph is t i ca ted  peop le  l i ke  you 
a re  most ly  needed, ”  sa id  Mr  Maz ibuko .  
He conc luded by  w ish ing  a l l  l ea rners  the 
bes t  in  l i fe .

BY: BONGISWA XULU
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T he MEC and the HoD vis i ted schools under Umgungundlovu Distr ict  to monitor 
school funct ional i ty on the f i rst  day of the 3rd term. They started at Emnyezane-
ni  High School in Bruntvi l le (Mooi River) to check i f  teaching and learning start-

ed on t ime and that at tendance (by learners and edcators) was good on the f i rst  day. 

SMOOTH OPENING FOR THE THIRD TERM
BY: SIHLE MLOTSHWA

The MEC was no t  p leased w i th  the 
la te  a r r i va l  o f  some learners  as  we l l 
as  the  genera l  s ta te  o f  dys func t ion  in 
the  schoo l ,  inc lud ing  the  d ismal  g rade 
12  resu l ts  in  2018 as  we l l  as  schoo l 
in f ras t ruc tu re  wh ich  i s  no t  taken  care 
o f .  “As  someone who comes f rom th is 
a rea  I  know tha t  th is  schoo l  was  once 
renowned fo r  be ing  one o f  the  bes t 
schoo ls .  I t  i s  d is tu rb ing  to  f ind  th is 
schoo l  in  th is  un fo r tuna te  s ta te  o f
a f fa i rs .  I ’m appo in t ing  a  task  team tha t 
i s  go ing  to  look  a t  a l l  the  cha l lenges 
o f  th is  schoo l  and  I  expec t  th is  team 
to  g ive  me a  repor t  w i th in  few weeks , ” 
sa id  the  MEC.

From Emnyezanen i ,  the  MEC and a  team 
went  to  h is  a lma mater,  Dabu lamanz i 
Combined Schoo l .  The  a im o f  th is  v is i t 
was  to  exp lo re  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  hav ing 
Dabu lamanz i  as  an  Agr icu l tu ra l  Schoo l ,  in 
keep ing  w i th  the  depar tment ’s  reso lve  o f 
hav ing  On Focus  schoo ls  th roughout  the 
p rov ince .  In  th is  schoo l ,  he  a lso  le f t  the 
team o f  spec ia l i s ts  who were  g iven  a  task 
to  exp lo re  i f  the  v is ion  o f  hav ing
Dabu lamanz i  as  an  agr icu l tu ra l  schoo l 
can  be  rea l i sed .  The team is  a lso
expec ted  to  repor t  to  the  MEC
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T HE  MEC, Hon. Kwazi Mshengu 
and the HoD, Dr EV Nzama led the 
off ic ials and educators as they bid 

farewel l  to Mr Sibonakal iso Nyawose, 
who was brutal ly murdered by unknown 
assai lants in f ront of  learners and educa-
tors at  Masuku High School at  Folweni, 
under Umlazi  Distr ict . 

A SAD FAREWELL TO MASUKU 
HIGH SCHOOL HOD

BY: NOMPUMELELO GASA

The MEC comfor ted  the  mourners  and 
condemned the  shoot ing  as  be ing
barbar ic  and  hear t less .  “To  hear  about 
the  shoot ing  o f  one  o f  our  own wh i le 
on  du ty  was  the  most  pa in fu l  news I 
had  to  dea l  w i th  s ince  assuming  o f f i ce . 
On beha l f  o f  the  en t i re  educat ion
f ra te rn i ty,  I  w ish  to  send hear t fe l t
condo lences  to  the  fami ly  and  f r iends 
o f  Mr  Nyawose, ”  sa id  Mshengu. 

S outh Afr ican Democrat ic Teachers 
Union (SADTU), held the Provincial 
General  Counci l  (PGC) on 24 -26 

June 2019. The PGC was attended by 
both the MEC, Kwazi Mshengu and the 
HoD, Dr EV Nzama. The Chairperson of 
SADTU welcomed both the MEC and the 
HoD, whi le stressing that i t  is anat ion-
al  imperat ive that al l  chi ldren should be 
given equal educat ion, regardless of who 
they are.

2019 SADTU KZN PGC
BY: MBALI MCHUNU

In  h is  address ,  the  MEC thanked 
SADTU fo r  the  ro le  they  have  p layed 
in  revo lu t ion is ing  educat ion .  The MEC 
emphas ized  tha t  no  na t ion  can  g row 
and have  i t s  economy growing
wi thou t  an  educated  soc ie ty,  “hence 
the  impor tance  o f  the  ro le  tha t  SADTU 
as  a  un ion  p lays  in  educat ion . ”  The 
MEC cont inued,  “As  we convene fo r 
th is  PGC,  I  w ish  to  thank  a l l  educa tors 
fo r  work ing  hard  to  ensure  the
prov is ion  o f  qua l i t y  educat ion  over  the 
pas t  25  years .  As  KZN Government , 
we acknowledge tha t  the  76 .2% pass 
ra te  scored  by  the  p rov ince  wou ld  no t 
have  been poss ib le  w i thou t  the
commi tment  o f  teachers  and
organ isa t ion  such  as  SADTU. ”  The 
MEC a lso  spoke about  the  impor tance 
o f  teacher  t ra in ing  and tha t  he  i s
go ing  to  work  hard  to  ensure  tha t 
schoo l  sa fe ty  fo r  bo th  learners  and 
educators  i s  p r io r i t i sed .

10
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W ith their  mouths covered with 
scarfs,  learners tr ied to protect 
their  voices from the very cold 

weather of  Johannesburg at this year ’s 
ABC Motsepe SASCE nat ional champion-
ship competi t ion.  Some were exci ted to 
have vis i ted the City of  Gold for the very 
f i rst  t ime. The competi t ion took place at 
Rhema Bible Ministr ies,  Gauteng from 
25 – 28 July 2019.  The theme for this 
year ’s competi t ion was “Celebrat ing 25 
years of  democracy,”  the song prescr ip-
t ion is also in l ine with the theme.  The 
competi t ion is sponsored by the Motsepe 
Foundat ion. Choral  music has been rec-
ognized as one of the most important 
programmes in the Department of  Edu-
cat ion, provincial ly and nat ional ly.  This 
music genre has a long history in KwaZu-
lu-Natal .    Choral  music provides an op-
portuni ty to our learners to express and 
understand what they have learned in the 
Arts and Culture learning area.

A t  th is  year ’s  compet i t ion ,  KZN was 
con f iden t  w i th  the  cho i rs  tha t  were  to 
represent  the  p rov ince .   Indeed these 
cho i rs  d id  no t  d isappo in t  w i th  Zama H igh 
Schoo l  f rom Amajuba D is t r i c t  c la im ing 
f i r s t  pos i t ion  fo r  every  ca tegory  they
par t i c ipa ted  in  wh ich  saw the  conduc to r 
Mr.  N jabu lo  Nd lovu  tak ing  the  bes t
conduc to r  award  fo r  SASCE 2019.  Zama 
H igh  Schoo l  took  home R 30  000 in  to ta l 
f rom the  Motsepe Foundat ion .   Another 
impor tan t  award  con fe r red  upon KZN is 
tha t  o f  the  bes t  p rov ince ,  th is  i s  g iven  to 
the  p rov ince  tha t  has  the  bes t
admin is t ra t ion ,  coord ina t ion ,
mon i to r ing  and  br ings  innova t ive  ideas 
to  the  Nat iona l  Coord ina t ing  Commi t tee 
o f  the  compet i t ion .   Bes t  so lo is t  fo r  2019 
went  to  Er ic  Bhengu,  bar i tone  so lo is t 
f rom Ekwaz in i  H igh  Schoo l  under  Umlaz i 
D is t r i c t  fo r  h is  s te r l ing  per fo rmance o f 
Ngakwenzan i .  The  f lag  o f  KZN f lew h igh 
in  Gauteng th is  year,  the  ded ica t ion  and 
hard  work  o f  cho i r  conduc to rs  and
commi tment  o f  learners  shone th rough 
the i r  per fo rmances .   In  to ta l  KZN
rece ived  over  R 100 000 in  p r i ze  money 
f rom the  Motsepe Foundat ion .

ABC MOTSEPE SASCE
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

BY: QINISILE MKHIZE
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T he MEC together with the HoD, held a community engagement meet ing in Sah-
lumbe on the 3rd of July fol lowing the al leged tr ibal  feud between the learners 
of  Sahlumbe High School.  The purpose of the meet ing was to meet with the 

residents to resolve the di lemma which led to the closure of the school.  Dr Nzama 
said,  “ this matter is saddening because learners did not wri te their  mid-year exams 
and I  am afraid of  the impact this wi l l  have to their  overal l  performance.” As the Pro-
gramme Director,  he then handed over the plat form to the community to voice their 
opinions on this issue.

A BRAND NEW SCHOOL FOR
SAHLUMBE COMMUNITY

I t  was  found tha t  there  i s
overc rowd ing  in  the  schoo l  s ince  i t  i s 
the  on ly  one  in  the  a rea .  Another
as tound ing  d iscovery  was  tha t  o f  d rugs 
and weapons  found w i th in  the  schoo l 
p remises .  Ch ie f  Mthembu sa id  tha t  he 
app lauds  the  depar tment ’s
immedia te  response to  th is  i ssue . 
“Sah lumbe H igh  Schoo l  was  bu i l t  fo r 
no th ing  o ther  than  teach ing  and
learn ing .  Le t  us  pu t  educat ion  fo rward 
and work  hand- in -hand to  remedy th is 
s i tua t ion , ”  he  sa id . 

The  MEC condemned the  ac t  o f
misconduc t  w i th in  the  schoo l .  “Wi th 
educat ion ,  a  b r igh te r  fu tu re  i s
guaran teed.  There fo re  le t  us  work
toge ther  to  secure  our  ch i ld ren ’s
fu tu re .  However,  I  am happy  to
announce tha t  a  new schoo l  w i l l  be 
bu i l t  i n  th is  communi ty  and  i t  w i l l  be 
o f f i c ia l l y  opened in  the  year  2021. 

BY: THEMBEKA MCHUNU
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K waZulu-Natal  hosted this year ’s an-
nual South Afr ican Nat ional School 
Sports Winter Championships in 

Durban. The Championships got off  to a 
smooth start  on Monday, 1 July,  wi th over 
3000 learners from across the country’s 
nine provinces.

SCHOOL SPORTS
WINTER GAMES

BY: SIBANI NGOBESE

The a im o f  the  championsh ip  i s  to 
inc rease  the  poo l  o f  ta len ted  a th le tes 
tha t  w i l l  feed  to  the  na t iona l  teams 
w i th  the  l i kes  o f  Cas te r  Semenya 
(800m record  ho lder ) ,  Amanda D lamin i 
(SA foo tba l le r )  Bong i  Mbonambi  (SA 
Rugby  p layer )  and  Prec ious  Mthembu 
(SA Netba l l  p layer )  whose ta len ts  were 
honed a t  the  schoo l  leve l .  Numerous 
renowned spor t ing  faces  made
appearances  in  the  capac i ty  o f  scou ts 
and  coaches .  Amongst  the  faces  were 
Bobb ie  So lomns,  L inda  Buthe lez i ,  Ne i l 
Tovey,  R icardo  Katza  and Fann ie
Mad ida 

On the  second day  o f  the  tournament 
MEC fo r  Educat ion ,  Mr  Kwaz i  Mshengu 
made a  b r ie f  appearance  to  we lcome 
and encourage par t i c ipan ts  to  do  the i r 
bes t ,  in  h is  address  the  MEC sa id 
“a  hea l thy  mind  can  on ly  res ide  in  a 
hea l thy  body,  there fo re  spor ts  goes 
hand in  hand w i th  educat ion”

The championsh ip  went  on  to  the  las t 
day  where  the  Min is te r  o f  Ar ts ,
Cu l tu re ,  Spor ts  and  Recrea t ion ,  Mr 
Nath i  Mthe thwa accompan ied  by  MEC 
fo r  Ar ts ,  Cu l tu re ,Spor ts  and
Recrea t ion ,  Ms H leng iwe Mav imbe la , 
o f f i c ia l l y  c losed  o f f  the  tournament .

KwaZu lu -Nata l  c l inched pos i t ion 
3  overa l l  w i th  Western  Cape and 
Gauteng a t  s ta lemate  and Gauteng 
was  c rowned number  1  based on  the 
number  o f  go ld  meda ls  they  had
at ta ined  Western  Cape had to  se t t le 
fo r  the  pos i t ion  2 .     

NATIONAL
SA
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Harry Gwala District - Harry Gwala Circuit

UMzinyathi District - UMzinyathi Circuit 

BY: THEMBEKA MCHUNU

BY: THEMBEKA MCHUNU

NAME:

NAME:

SURNAME:

SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

We ga ined  in fo rmat ion  about  cur r i cu lum management , 
governance and management ,  budget  and  debt
management ,  mentor ing  and eva lua t ion ,  r i sk
management  and  employee re la t ions . 

A lo t  was  ga ined  a t  tha t  capac i ty  workshop rang ing 
f rom ro les  and  respons ib i l i t i es  o f  C i rcu i t  Managers , 
leadersh ip ,  lega l  aspec ts ,  SACE,  J ik i  Mfundo,  PMFA, 
coach ing  and mentorsh ip .

C i rcu i t  Managers  a re  the   l i nk  be tween schoo ls  and 
d is t r i c ts ,  there fo re ,  hea l thy  work ing  re la t ionsh ips  w i th 
p r inc ipa ls  shou ld  be  ma in ta ined .  We a im to  ach ieve 
good resu l ts  and  s t reng then each  o ther ’s  e f fo r ts  in 
ensur ing  qua l i t y  bas ic  educat ion .  We look  fo rward  to 
work  hand- in -hand w i th  the  communi t ies  in  hope o f 
secur ing  sa fe ty  in  schoo ls  because tha t  i s  where  the 
fu tu re  o f  the i r  ch i ld ren  i s  shaped. 

Improvement  o f  qua l i t y  teach ing  and learn ing .
Mentor ing  cur r i cu lum de l i ve ry  improvement  o f  mat r i c 
resu l ts  i s  o f  u tmost  impor tance .

VISION OR TARGET:

VISION OR TARGET:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Bethue l

Khu lekan i

Mwel i

Mayeza

1 Apr i l  2019

3 May 2019

37

31

Edu-News randomly spoke to
Circuit  Managers who attended the 

Circuit  Managers workshop and asked 
them about var ious things regarding 

their  responsibi l i t ies as Circuit
Managers.  Circuit  Managers

bel ieve that the workshop is  going to 
help them to manage schools better.

P R O F I L I N G
CIRCUIT MANAGERS
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UThukela District  - Ezakheni Circuit
BY: NDUDUZO BUTHELEZI

NAME:

SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

The h igh l igh t  on  the  induc t ion  was  the  e f fec t i veness 
o f  Nat iona l  Deve lopment  P lan ,  e f fec t i ve  da ta
management ,  cur r i cu lum management  and
deve lopment  o rgnasat iona l  s t ruc tu re  p roper
management  o f  schoo l  f inances .

The ta rge t  i s  to  have  a l l  the  schoo ls  par t i c ipa t ing  and 
per fo rming  h igh ly  in  e f fec t i ve  learn ing .  A I I  schoo ls 
shou ld  be  aware  tha t  underper fo rmance must  be  a 
th ing  o f  the  pas t .  We need to  be  sens i t i ve  to  any
s i tua t ion  tha t  w i l l  l ead  to  a  learner  fa i l i ng  in  a l l 
g rades .  E f fec t i ve  teach ing  and learn ing  in  bo th  the 
lower  g rades  and upper  g rades  w i l l  de f in i te ly  improve 
the  Per fo rmance o f  the  Schoo ls  and  o f  the  C i rcu i t .

VISION OR TARGET:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Oscar  Vusumuz i

Kubheka

2 May 2019

32

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

UMkhanyakude District - Ubombo Circuit 
BY: MBALI MCHUNU

NAME:

SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

He learn t  how to  manage a  c i rcu i t  and  how to  dea l 
w i th  labour,  HR issues  as  we l l  as  code o f  e th ics .  I 
a lso  learn t  the  respons ib l i t i es  fo r  CPTD management , 
mon i to r ing ,  oversee ing  the  mentorsh ip  p rogramme and 
v is i t s  to  schoo ls .  I  a lso  learn t  about  mon i to r ing  and 
manag ing  the  J ik i  Mfundo programme.

Our  ta rge t  and  v is ion  fo r  2020 and beyond is  tha t  a l l 
h igh  schoo ls  shou ld  ge t  100% pass  in  NSC and a l l 
schoo ls  to  engage in  qua l i t y  e f fec t i ve  teach ing  and
learn ing . 
2019 Targe t :  5  H igh  Schoo ls  to  ge t  100% pass  in  NSC

VISION OR TARGET:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Zenze le  Bonga

Mdlu l i

1  March  2019

26
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NAME:

SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

I  l ea rn t  the  ro les  and  respons ib i l i t y  o f  the  c i rcu i t
managers ,  how to  mon i to r  f inanc ia l  re la ted  mat te rs 
in  our  schoo ls  i .e  accountab i l i t y,  the  impor tance  o f 
mentorsh ip ,   mon i to r ing  too ls  tha t  a re  re levant  fo r  our 
component ,  how to  mon i to r  cur r i cu lum in  our  schoo ls 
w i th  the  a im o f  ass is t ing  schoo ls ,  J ik i  Mfundo
mon i to r ing  and  Assessment  re la ted  mat te rs .

Our  ta rge t  as  a  CMC is  85% pass  ra te .

Our  v is ion  i s  to  improve  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i ves  o f  our 
learners  in  our  c i rcu i ts ,  to  enhance qua l i t y  teach ing 
and learn ing  in  our  c i rcu i ts ,  espec ia l l y  in  ru ra l  schoo ls 
and  to  c rea te  a  sa fe  and  condus ive  learn ing
env i ronment  in  our  schoo ls .

VISION OR TARGET:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Thand i  Pr ide

Mngomezu lu

1  Apr i l  2019

127

AmaJuba District – Dannhauser CMC
BY: BONGISWA XULU

UMlazi District - Amanzimtoti Circuit
BY: NOMPUMELELO GASA

NAME:

SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

I  l ea rn t  about  d i f fe ren t  ro les  and  respons ib i l t i es  wh ich 
invo lves  how to  manage cur r i cu lum,  how to  dea l  w i th 
labour  i ssues ,  f inanc ia l  management ,  human
resources  management ,  per fo rmance management .  As 
C i rcu i t  Managers  we have  to  be  hands  on  in  ensur ing 
tha t  in te rac t i ve  ins t ruments  a re  app l ied  when dea l ing 
w i th  labour  i ssues .

To  improve  numeracy  and read ing  sk i l l s  in  bo th
pr imary  and  h igh  schoo ls  in  o rder  to  improve  the
resu l ts  o f  underpor fo rming  schoo ls  w i th  the  a im o f 
ensur ing  tha t  schoo ls  wh ich  had a  pass  ra te  o f  above 
90% in  2018 ob ta in  100% in  2019.  I t  i s  my v is ion  as 
we l l  to  inc rease  the  number  o f  bache lo r  passes  per 
schoo l .
In  2018 academic  year,  Amanz imto t i  c i rcu i t  pass
percen t  was  76%,  we want  to  improve  the  pass  ra te  to 
be  above 80%.

VISION OR TARGET:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Cl ive  Samson

Thomas

1 Apr i l  2019 

34
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Zululand District – Pongola CircuitUMgungundlovu District  - Northdale CMC
BY: BONGISWA XULUBY: NOMBULELO SHEZI

NAME:NAME:

SURNAME:SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

I  l ea rn t  tha t  i f  you  a re  a  C i rcu i t  Manager  your  work 
must  go  deeper  to  ass is t  what  i s  o f fe red  in  the  four 
wa l l s  o f  a  c lassroom ra ther  than  be ing  on ly  an
admin is t ra to r.  I  a lso  learn t  tha t  fo r  me to  ach ieve   my 
v is ion  I  mus t  work  w i th  and  th rough
s takeho lders ,  namely  p r inc ipa l ,  SMT,  SGB,
learners  as  we l l  as  communi t ies  and  leaders .  I  have 
a lso  learn t  to  p lan  th rough week ly  ob jec t i ves  wh ich 
ca l l s  fo r  accountab i l i t y  and  mon i to r ing  fo r  a l l  ac t i v i t ies 
in  schoo ls . 

I  l earn t  tha t  as  a  C i rcu i t  Manager  i t  i s  my key
respons ib i l i t y  to  ensure  tha t  schoo ls  under  my
respons ib i l i t y  a re  fu l l y  func t iona l  and  tha t  they  rece ive 
a l l  necessary  suppor t  f rom o ther  sub-d i rec to ra tes .  I 
a lso  learn t  the  fo l low ing ;  to  ho ld  regu la r  meet ings  w i th 
Pr inc ipa ls ,  SMTs,  and  a l l  o ther  re levant  s takeho lders . 
I  a lso  learn t  to  ensure  tha t  schoo ls  a re  s ta f fed
proper ly  and  mak ing  sure  teach ing  and learn ing  i s 
e f fec t i ve .

To  imp lement  and  fas t  t rack  the  Trans fo rmat ion  o f  the 
Schoo l ing  Sys tem in  Magudu Ward  a t  oPongo lo  CMC.  
Th is  ward  has  been iden t i f ied  as  the  underper fo rming 
ward .  The reason fo r  underper fo rmance is  no t  on ly  in 
h igh  schoo ls ,  bu t  a lso  in  the   lower  g rades  s ince  there 
a re  15  schoo ls  wh ich  a re  non-v iab le . 

My v is ion  i s  tha t  o f  mot iva ted ,  en thus ias t i c ,
p roduc t i ve  and  resu l ts  d r i ven  c i rcu i t  w i th  learners  tha t 
a re  hungry  fo r  knowledge and suppor t i ve  paren ts  and
communi t ies  and  schoo ls  opera t ing  in  sa fe
env i ronments

VISION OR TARGET:
VISION OR TARGET:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Pr imrose  Nos iphoThu l i s i le  Caro l

H la tshwayoNgid i

1  Apr i l  20192 Apr i l  2019

3630

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:
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NAME:

SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

I  l ea rn t  more  about  my ro le  and  respons ib i l i t y,
mon i to r ing  and  eva lua t ion  o f  schoo ls  and  repor t ing 
to  the  d is t r i c t .  Be ing  a  p ro fess iona l  and  ins t ruc t iona l 
c i rcu i t  manager  and  l ink ing  p rov inc ia l  per fo rmance 
measures  w i th  schoo l  da i l y  p rac t i ces ,  us ing  CPTD and 
IQMS as  approaches  fo r  capac i ty  bu i ld ing  sess ions  fo r 
schoo ls ,  fund ing  and f inanc ia l  management  and  how 
i t  a f fec ts  p rov inc ia l  fund ing ,  be ing  a  mentor  and  be ing 
a  coach  fo r  my  p r inc ipa l  and  my SGB’s  and  I  a lso  go t 
to  know more  about  the  s t ruc tu re  o f  the  Depar tment  
f rom head o f f i ce  to  d is t r i c t ” .

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Hurbet  Buh le

Khuzwayo

14 March  2019

33

ILembe District – Gingindlovu Circuit
BY: SBONISIWE SHEZI

Ugu District - Sayidi CMC, Ogwini Circuit

NAME:

SURNAME:

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN 
AT THE INDUCTION:

I  l ea rn t  about  the  var ious  sub-d i rec to ra tes ,  the
cr i t i ca l  ro le  and  the  l ink  tha t  C i rcu i t  Manager  has ,  tha t 
CM must  know and unders tand  the  laws and po l i c ies 
o f  the  depar tment  so  tha t  as  f i r s t  l i ne  managers  g ive 
suppor t ,  gu ide ,  coach  and where  necessary  and
ins t i tu te  d isc ip l inary  s teps  to  ensure  serv ice  de l i ve ry.

For  my c i rcu i t  to  be  p laced f i r s t  in  the  d is t r i c t  and  be 
a  top  per fo rmer  in  the  p rov ince  and in  the  count ry  in 
NSC resu l ts  wh i le  con t inuous ly  improv ing  resu l ts  in 
a l l  o ther  g rades .  I  hope my pass ion  and en thus iasm in 
educat ion  can  be  in fused to  ach ieve  the  v is ion  o f  the 
depar tment  and  the  count ry.

VISION OR TARGET:

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
RESPONSIBLE FOR:

Pregasen

Appa l ru ju

2  Apr i l  2019

36

My ta rge t  fo r  th is  year  i s  to  ob ta in  above 80% fo r 
schoo ls  under  my c i rcu i t .
My  v is ion  i s  to  be  a  top  per fo rming  c i rcu i t   i nvo lv ing 
a l l  s takeho lders .

VISION OR TARGET:

BY: NOMPUMELELO GASA
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NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:

DISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Thab iso  Nkwanyana

Al though the  s tudent  en joyed the  c lasses  and found
them ex t remely  he lp fu l ,  the  p rob lem was there  were  too  few
students .  The  cause was  tha t  there  was  another  p rogramme
sponsored  by  Nes t le ,  wh ich  gave  each  s tudent  a  R100 a 
day  fo r  a t tend ing .

UThuke la

Ndakane H igh  Schoo l

-  BY: NDUDUZO BUTHELEZI

Edu-News spoke to learners f rom al l 
the dist r icts to ask them about the

recently held winter schools and how 
they think i t  i s  going to benefit

them. I t  i s  encouraging to discover 
that learners f ind the winter

school programme very useful  and 
they hope it  i s  going to help them

per form better academical ly.

-  BY: BONGISWA XULU

NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:

DISTRICT:

NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Siyabonga S ime lane

We are  very  g ra te fu l  fo r  th is  p rogramme because we ge t 
more   in fo rmat ion  and ge t  a  chance to  ask  ques t ions 
where  we don ’ t  unders tand .  We rea l l y  apprec ia te  the
win te r  c lass  p rogramme.  We l i ke  to  send our  g ra t i tude  to 
the  Depar tment  o f  Educat ion  fo r  th is  p rogramme.  I t  w i l l 
rea l l y  he lp  us  improve .

Zu lu land

Dwalen i  H igh  Schoo l

P R O F I L E

WINTER SCHOOL
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NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:

DISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Nkwanyana Vuyo 

The programme is  a  use fu l  too l  in  our  learn ing  and
grasp ing  o f  the  sy l labus ,  as  i t  he lps  in  b reak ing  down
sub jec ts  in  te rms o f  g iv ing  each  sub jec t  more  t ime ins tead 
o f  a  top  down asser t i ve  tone .  Another  po in t  i s  tha t  i t  i s 
no t  jus t  our  educators  on ly  who are  w i th in  the  p rogramme, 
bu t  the  schoo l  has  been ab le  to  rope  in  fo rmer  s tudents 
to  he lp  us  unders tand  the  sub jec ts  more  b road ly  then  we 
wou ld  do  in  c lass . 

My adv ise  to  o thers :  Learners  shou ld  g ive  the  p rogramme 
the i r  fu l l  coopera t ion  and  commi tment ,  in  o rder  to  ensure 
they  ob ta in  bes t  resu l ts  fo r  the i r  Mat r i c .

UMlaz i

Ogwin i  Comprehens ive  Techn ica l  H igh  Schoo l

-  BY: NOMPUMELELO GASA

-  BY: NOMBULELO SHEZI

NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:

DISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Nqob i le  Snegugu Ma jo la

As  s tudents  we tend  to  th ink  tha t  when we a t tend  dur ing 
w in te r  b reak ,  we are  do ing  i t  fo r  our  teachers .  and  o thers 
th ink  tha t  they  a re  be ing  to r tu red .  Win te r  c lasses  have 
he lped  me to  be  more  respons ib le  and  to  use  my f ree  t ime 
produc t i ve ly.  Teach ing  and learn ing  was  awesome and we 
go t  more  chance to  so lve  p rob lems tha t  we wou ld  have  no t 
so lved  in  normal  schoo l  days .

UMgungund lovu

Nonden isa  H igh  Schoo l
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NAME OF LEARNER:NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:COMMENT:

DISTRICTDISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Siyabonga MkhondeNkos inced i le  Magad la

 As  Ses iyabonga H igh  Schoo l  learners  we are  rea l l y
g ra te fu l  fo r  th is  p rogramme.  I t  has  ass is ted  us  in  the
sub jec ts  tha t  we face  d i f f i cu l t ies  in .  We promise  the
depar tment  to  g ive  good resu l ts  and  to  make the
depar tment  and  the  d is t r i c t  p roud  o f  Ses iyabonga H igh 
Schoo l .  We a lso  want  to  convey  our  apprec ia t ion  to  a l l  the 
teachers  tha t  sacr i f i ced  the i r  fami ly  t ime and came to
ass is t  us  in  mak ing  our  fu tu re  b r igh t .

We go t  to  learn  new t ips  on  how to  s tudy  fo r  exams and 
how to  tack le  d i f f i cu l t  sec t ions  o f  the  cur r i cu lum,
espec ia l l y  in  Maths  and  Sc ience .  I t  i s  go ing  to  be  he lp fu l 
when we wr i te  our  exams.  We learn t  a  lo t  a t  the  boo t  camp 
and we go t  d i f fe ren t  adv ices  in  te rms o f  career  cho ices ,  as 
the  camp was  v is i ted  by  s tudents  f rom h igher  ins t i tu t ions . 
I t  was  so  insp i r ing  to  meet  young peop le  who are
s tudy ing  towards  becoming  doc to rs ,  eng ineers ,  e tc .  A l l  o f 
th is  w i l l  ass is t  us  to  make in fo rmed dec is ions  when
choos ing  career  f ie lds .  We bu i l t  a  s t rong  communica t ion 
th rough ne twork ing  w i th  o ther  learners ,  I t  was  amaz ing  to 
ge t  a  chance to  in te rac t  w i th  o ther  pup i l s .  Th is  w i l l  be
use fu l  in  fo rming  s tudy  g roups .

AmajubaPine town
Ses iyabonga H igh  Schoo lThokozamnganga H igh  Schoo l

-  BY: BONGISWA XULU

-  BY: KHETHIWE DLAMINI
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NAME OF LEARNER:NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:COMMENT:

DISTRICTDISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Melus i  Mbuyaz i S l ind i le  Mkh ize

Th is  camp he lps  learners  who are  look ing  fo rward  to  a 
b r igh te r  fu tu re .  I t  pu ts  us  toge ther  as  learners  f rom
di f fe ren t  schoo ls  and  o f fe rs  us  an  oppor tun i ty  to  learn  new 
s t ra teg ies  o f  so lv ing  p rev ious  exam ques t ions .  Teachers 
have  a lso  ass is ted  us  w i th  ensur ing  there  i s  l i gh t  in  our 
w in te r  c lasses  venues  dur ing  the  n igh t  and  s imp l i f y ing  o f 
t r i cky  ques t ions  tha t  we come across  dur ing  examina t ions . 
Overa l l  th is  w in te r  c lass  p rogramme is  a  good
oppor tun i ty  to  ga in  new knowledge f rom our  teachers  and 
amongs t  each  ourse lves  as  learners .

The w in te r  schoo l  p rogramme has  been he lp fu l
 espec ia l l y  because i t  covered  a  lo t  in  te rms o f  the
chapters  we d id  no t  reach  dur ing  a  normal  schoo l ing  t ime. 
Teachers  were  pa t ien t  w i th  us ,  they  a l lowed us  chances  to 
ask  ques t ions  where  we don ’ t  unders tand .  Sub jec ts  tha t 
we s tud ied  dur ing  th is  p rogramme were  Maths ,  Bus iness 
S tud ies ,  L i fe  Sc iences ,  Eng l i sh ,  and  Is iZu lu .  F rom what  I 
have  learn t  so  fa r,  I  have  no  doubt  tha t  I  w i l l  pass  my
exams a t  the  end  o f  the  year.

My I  adv ise  to  o ther  learners  i s  tha t  i f  they  a re   g iven  such 
p rogrammes tha t  w i l l  ass is t  them pass  the i r  exams,  they 
shou ld  make sure  tha t  they  a t tend  them,  because they  he lp  
to  improve  the  resu l ts .

K ing  CetshwayoILembe

Mgi tshwa H igh  Schoo l Thanday iph i  H igh  Schoo l

-  BY: NTANDO NSUSHA

-  BY: SBONISIWE SHEZI
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NAME OF LEARNER: NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT: COMMENT:

DISTRICT DISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Si l ind i le  Bhengu Nhlanh la  Mswel i

The  programme ass is ted  me in  sub jec ts  l i ke  Mathemat ics , 
Account ing ,  Bus iness  S tud ies  and  Economics .  We go t  to 
consu l t  w i th  our  educators  on  p rob lemat ic  sec t ions .  I  fee l 
con f iden t  about  exams because I  have  acqu i red  more  o f 
what  i s  go ing  to  he lp  me when t r ia ls  come.  I  thank  the
Depar tment  o f  Educat ion  fo r  hav ing  such  p rogrammes
because we ge t  ex t ra  t ime to  absorb  more .

The w in te r  c lasses  he lped  us  a  lo t  in  te rms o f  exp la in ing 
the  work  we d idn ’ t  have  t ime to  fu l l y  unders tand .  I t  wasn ’ t 
fo r  jus t  s t rugg l ing  s tudents  bu t  a lso  fo r  those  who genera l l y 
wanted  to  improve  the i r  resu l ts .

UMzinya th i UMkhanyakude

Busana H igh  Schoo l Ntu labakay ise  H igh  Schoo l

-  BY: THEMBEKA MCHUNU -  BY: MBALI MCHUNU

3635
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NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:

DISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Yand isa  Phungu la

“F i rs t l y  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  the  teachers  fo r  ava i l ing 
themse lves  dur ing  ho l idays .  They  shou ld  be  res t ing  bu t 
they  a re  here  w i th  us .  I  am now ab le  to  g rasp  what  I  d id 
no t  in  c lass .  The  w in te r  c lasses  have  gone an  ex t ra  mi le  in 
ass is t ing  us  and  ensur ing  qua l i t y  academic  per fo rmance. 
I  fee l  ready  fo r  the  exams and I  know my resu l ts  w i l l  be 
sa t i s fy ing . ”

Har ry  Gwala

Rie tv le i  Secondary  Schoo l 

-  BY: THEMBEKA MCHUNU

NAME OF LEARNER:

COMMENT:

DISTRICT

NAME OF SCHOOL: 

Kimber ly  Bhengu

Th is  p rogramme a l lows us  more  t ime to  engage w i th  our 
educators  on  top ics  we d id  no t  unders tand  dur ing  normal 
teach ing  t ime s ince  normal  teach ing  t ime is  no t  enough. 
Win te r  c lasses  he lp  us  no t  to  be  exposed to  d rug  abuse 
and o ther  bad  tendenc ies  such  as  v io lence  because we are 
a lways  a t  schoo l .  We a lways  s tay  focused on  our  schoo l 
work ,  we work  independent ly  on  the  p rev ious  ques t ion 
papers  so  tha t  we do  no t  repeat  the  same mis takes  in  the 
fo l low ing  te rm. 

I  wou ld  adv ise  o ther  fe l low learners  to  be  d isc ip l ined
because d isc ip l ine  a lways  lead  to  good resu l ts .  Learners 
must  have  hunger  fo r  success ,  a  fee l ing  to  ach ieve  good 
resu l ts  and  they  must  be  d r i ven  by  the i r  v is ion .  As
learners  we must  engage ourse lves  in  s tudy  g roups  and 
ask  fo r  ass is tances  f rom our  peers  when we ge t  s tuck . 
Cr i t i ca l  th ink ing  i s  essent ia l  when s tudy ing  and se l f -made 
poss ib le  ques t ions  may come in  handy.  Las t l y,  i t  i s
impor tan t  to  s ta r t  p repar ing  fo r  examina t ions  ear ly  to  avo id 
unnecessary  s t ress .

Ugu

Sis te r  Johns 

-  BY: NOMPUMELELO GASA
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