
 

 

MAY/JUNE MATRIC EXAMINATIONS RESULTS AVAILABLE FROM 
TODAY  

7 AUGUST 2023 

 
The Department of Basic Education has released the results of the May/June matric 
examinations. Candidates can obtain their statements of results from the centres 
where they wrote the examinations.  

The May/June Examinations is one of the two Grade 12 national examinations con-
ducted by the Department of Basic Education on a yearly basis. This examination 
offers a second examination opportunity to candidates who wrote the October/Novem-
ber Examinations and want to improve their results or candidates who were absent 
from the October/November examination due to valid reasons. This examination also 
serves as an examination for adult candidates who are over the age of 21 and older, 
but have a minimum of a Grade 9 or its equivalent. The writing of the 2023 Grade 12 
May/June Examinations commenced on Wednesday 3 May 2023 and concluded on 
Wednesday 14 June 2023. 

The May/June examination accommodates candidates that are registered for two sep-
arate qualifications i.e. the National Senior Certificate (NSC) and the Senior Certificate 
(SC). Candidates registered for these two separate qualifications write the same ex-
amination, but are issued with two separate qualifications. The NSC is written by can-
didates that are at school and would have written the previous October/November 
examination and the Senior Certificate is written by adult candidates. 

The number of candidates who registered for the Senior Certificate (SC) and National 
Senior Certificate (NSC) for the May/June 2023 Examinations was 93 634 and 185 
907 respectively. Thus a total of 279 541 candidates enrolled to write this examination. 
17 641 SC candidates registered for six or more subjects for this examination and 
therefore depending on their results, they could obtain the full qualification from this 
sitting. 

The examination was successfully administered despite the challenges posed by inci-
dents such as community service delivery protests. There were no serious examina-
tion irregularities that posed a threat to the integrity and credibility of the examination, 
as a whole. 

A serious concern relating to the May/June examinations is the low turn up by candi-
dates to sit for this examination. In the case of the NSC candidates, 60% of the can-
didates turned up to write the examination while in the case of the SC candidates only 
53% of the candidates wrote the examination. The DBE is exploring measures that 
could be implemented for future years, to increase the candidate turn out for these 
examinations.  

Candidates in the May/June examination write one or more individual subjects and 
therefore the results can only be reported in terms of subject performance.  

 

 



 

 

 

The tables below represent the performance in the individual subjects that were written 
for both NSC and SC candidates: 

Table of Results of the NSC Candidates in the Gateway Subjects 

Subject No Wrote No Passed 

Accounting 7 382 2 498 

Agricultural Sciences 9 492 2 921 

Business Studies 18 546 7 810 

Economics 12 851 3 179 

English FAL 10 418 10 105 

Geography 25 612 12 758 

History 7 199 2 869 

Life Sciences 42 893 14 958 

Mathematical Literacy 26 850 11 699 

Mathematics 38 608 15 120 

Physical Sciences 25 178 9 378 

 
 
Table of Results of the SC Candidates in the Gateway Subjects 

Subject No Wrote No Passed 

Accounting 2,846 351 

Agricultural Sciences 5,149 1,197 

Business Studies 14,478 4,067 

Economics 6,914 1,007 

Geography 11,872 4,316 

History 10,251 3,493 

Life Sciences 17,336 2,713 

Mathematical Literacy 22,254 8,633 

Mathematics 6,756 1,041 

Physical Sciences 4,449 712 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
The pass rate in Home Languages is satisfactory with most of the languages achieving 
between 80% and 100%. 
 
The results of the candidates will be available at the examination centres where the 
examination was written, in accordance with the following dates for the different prov-
inces: 

Province Date 

Eastern Cape Friday, 11th August 

Free State Tuesday, 8th August 

Gauteng Monday. 7th August  

KwaZulu Natal Monday, 7th August  

Limpopo Monday, 7th August 

Mpumalanga Wednesday, 9th August 

Northern Cape Monday, 7th August 

North West Tuesday, 8th August 

Western Cape Monday, 7th August 

. 
Candidate that are not pleased with their performance in a subject can request for a 
remark or recheck of his/her script and/or even request to view the script. The centres 
where the candidates wrote their examination will assist the candidate to complete the 
relevant application forms for a remark/recheck. Application for remark/recheck can 
also be done on-line on eservices.gov.za.  

Application for remark/recheck closes on 21 August 2023. Candidates also have the 
option of viewing their scripts if they are not satisfied with the results of the remark/re-
check. 
 
Only NSC candidates who wrote the May/June examination are granted another op-
portunity to write the 2023 October/November examination. The closing date for reg-
istration of these candidates is 21 August 2023. These candidates must complete their 
registration forms at the examination centre where they wrote the examination or at 
the nearest district. There is no on-line registration option for these candidates. 

Senior Certificate (SC) candidates can only register to write the 2024 May/June ex-
amination and the closing date is 9 February 2024. The registration will be open from 
2 October 2023. Registration for the 2024 May/June examinations can be done on-
line or at the examination centre where the examination was written or at the nearest 
district office.  
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Candidates that register to write the 2023 October/November examination or the 2024 
May/June examination are reminded of the Second Chance Matric Programme that is 
a support programme to prepare candidates to write the examination. The support is 
provided to registered learners through four different platforms, viz: face-to-face clas-
ses, radio and television broadcasts, digital materials and provision of study materials 
in hard copies.  

Face-to-face classes are provided at 100 centres throughout the country. Lessons are 
also broadcast using both televisions and radio channels. The programmes are pro-
vided through the Openview Channel (201) and DSTV Channel (319). The educational 
programmes are available through the DBE YouTube channel and SABC 1 and 
through the SABC regional radio stations throughout the country in different lan-
guages. Study materials are also available in digital format and online.  

The study materials include Mind the Gap study Guides, FET revision booklets, Siya-
vula Textbooks, Grade 12 Exemplars, Past Examination Papers and marking guide-
lines are available. The Department has established partnerships with Vodacom and 
MTN telecomm companies who made their online e-School platforms available to their 
subscribers at no cost. Hard copy study guides also available to learners. Study ma-
terials also available from the South African National Libraries through-out the country. 
These libraries will provide access to the Internet to learners. The study materials and 
additional information are available on this link: https://www.education.gov.za/Pro-
grammes/SecondChanceProgramme.aspx 

For more information about the SCMP, please send questions or comments on this 
WhatsApp number: 063 696 7246.  

 
Candidates are encouraged to take advantage of all of these opportunities that are 
offered to them in terms of support and writing the national examination that will grant 
them access to the matric certificate. 

 
 

 
ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION 
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